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Made in Italy 


Outriggers provide perfect fit and balance 


Triple layer silicone treated strap eliminates slippage 


Triple density foam with hydro repellent and coloured velvet 


1mm thick Anti UV, Anti Scratch, No Fog Multilayered Mirrored Lens 


Strategically designed channels circulate air into the foam, reducing moisture. 
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LUKE STYKE 


PHOTO ASHENHURST 

Styke is back. After a rough 2016 that saw him grounded through 
injury, the former MX2 champ and MXGP rider will be looking to 
make up for lost time in 2017. Styke at his best is a determined and 
fearsome rider. He can win in sand or on hard pack and if he gets a 
sniff of the podium it’ll be tough for anyone to stop him taking it. 
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In our pre-season predictions we named Tomac as the man 
to beat if he just found that first win. It took longer than 
he’d have hoped but Eli most definitely found his groove, 
scored wins and showed he could sustain incredible speed 
and good starts for multiple rounds. The beast is loose. 
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DEBUT AT DAYTONA 

... WHILE DUNGEY & TOMAC TAKE THE 
CHAMPIONSHIP TO THE WIRE 



T wo-time American 250 Motocross 
champion Jeremy Martin has 
had a rough go on the 250 
regional supercross circuit the past 
few years. It continued in 2017 with a 
combination of bad starts and crashes, 
leaving Geico Honda’s pre-season 250 
West title contender well and truly out 
of the championship points race as the 
West Coast class headed for the mid- 
season break. 

With Ken Roczen currently sidelined 
due to a horrific arm injury, the factory 
Honda racing team called up Martin to fill 
in at the Honda Daytona Supercross event. 
Martin made the most of the opportunity, 
showing his future worth in the premier 
class of racing. After qualifying second 
fastest, he took the long path to the main 
event after a heat race crash. 


When the gates dropped on the 20-lap 
main event, Martin rocketed to the lead 
and held off Factory Kawasaki’s Eli Tomac 
for the opening 12 laps before going on to 
cross the line in second position. 

Up front, the win for Tomac, followed 
by another win the following weekend 
at Indianapolis, cut his deficit to the 
championship points leader, Red Bull 
KTM’s Ryan Dungey, to just 12 points as 
the series heads into the final few rounds 
of racing. 

For the sole Aussie in the SX class, Chad 
Reed, it’s been a mixed bag of results 
since his second-place finish at Phoenix 
early in the season. A combination of 
small mistakes and crashes plus some 
top-five results puts the former two-time 
champion in eighth position as the series 
starts to wind down. 


F ormer three-time Australian 
Off-Road Champion Jessica 
Gardiner will contest both the FIM 
European Championships as well as 
the Championnat de France d’Enduro 
(French Enduro Championship) in 2017. 

Gardiner is no stranger to the French 
enduro scene, having taken part in 
selected rounds back in 2013 and 2014 
where she went undefeated in every race 
she contested. 

With support from Yamaha Motor 
Australia along with Yamaha Motor 
Europe and Philip Motos Saint-Etienne, 
Gardiner has signed a one-year deal 
to race both series aboard a Yamaha 
WR250F. The 24-year-old also hopes 
to race either all or selected rounds of 
the World Enduro Championship and 
has plans to once again be part of the 
all-conquering Australian Women’s 
ISDE team. 

“I’m super excited to be heading back 
to Europe again to race in both series,” 
she said. “It’s a taken a bit of time and a 
lot of hours to make this whole project 
fall into place but finally it’s official and 


now I can start focusing on trying to 
get the best results possible when both 
championships get underway. 

“I’m really grateful for all the great 
support from my sponsors who have 
stayed on board and looking forward 
to working with all my new sponsors 
throughout the year. 

“I’ll do the opening round of the World 
Championship and see what happens 
after that in regard to the budget side of 
things. I would like to be able to do the 
whole series but, as the championship 
rounds are a long way from each other, 
it will be hard to be able to do them all. 
But we’ll see what happens. 

“One way to prove I have what it 
takes to be the best is to have a crack 
at this fulltime. My fulltime job, JK 
Williams, has been super supportive 
and they are allowing me the six 
months off to go to Europe and contest 
these series and have a full go at trying 
to win these championships. 

“I’m very excited for it and really 
looking forward to the challenges that lie 
ahead in the coming months.” 
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2017 YU50FXR 
with re£ regokit 


Power tuner 
(optional) 


Electric start, 18in rear wheel, 
Sh. speed box (YZ250FX) 


tand and bashplate 


PLUS! YZF performance, neui eniduro tuned industry 
leading KYB suspension and a mass centralised 
aluminium chassis lor wm-oiit>of>the-crate ability! 
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TOP EARLYSEASON 
MXGP STANDINGS 


he opening three rounds of 
the 2017 World Motocross 
Championship (MXGP) have seen 
riders tackle some of the most diverse 
conditions they’re likely to see this year. 

Kicking off under the lights of Qatar, 
it was Italian motocross legend Antonio 
Cairoli who led the way aboard his KTM 
450 SX in the MXGP class, winning both 


races to take the early-season points lead 
from reigning champion Tim Gajser of 
HRC Honda. 

At round two, riders faced swamp-like 
conditions when the series headed to 
Indonesia in the mist of the wet season. 
After a downpour hit the venue before 
the event even got underway, riders 
faced a shortened format on Saturday 



before things took a turn for the worse 
on Sunday with the MXGP class only able 
to complete the opening moto before 
race two was cancelled. 

The big winner from the shortened 
event was Great Britain’s Shaun Simpson, 
who was declared the round winner after 
taking the win in the opening moto. 

The series returned to some form of 
normality at round three in Argentina 
where Tim Gasjer showed he was ready 
to defend the championship he won in 
2016, winning both motos on his way to 
capturing the championship lead ahead 


of Cairoli. Monster Energy Kawasaki’s 
Clement Desalle sits third in the 
standings after the opening three rounds. 

In the MX2 class, KTM’s Pauls Jonass 
has proved the rider to beat in the dry, 
winning both motos in Qatar and again 
at round three in Argentina. However, 
only able to score seven points at 
the waterlogged Indonesian round, 
Jonass sits second in the championship 
standings, three points down on Factory 
Suzuki’s Jeremey Seewer who’s been the 
most consistent rider across the opening 
six motos of the year. 




W hile there are no Australian 
riders contesting the MXGP 
class in 2017, Hunter Lawrence, 
Caleb Ward and Jay Wilson are all regulars 
in the MX2 class this season and all have 
had mixed results across the opening 
three rounds. 

Lawrence got his season off to a flier 
at the opening round in Qatar, qualifying 
sixth. Despite a crash in the opening moto 
of the year, the Australian was able to 
rebound and pick up an 18th-place finish, 
scoring his first world championship points 
in the process. He then went on to record a 
superb sixth place finish in moto two. 

Round two proved to be a tough mudder 
for Hunter as he scored just three points at 
the rain-soaked round in Indonesia before 
crashes dominated both of his races at 
round three, where he finished with 13-18 
moto results for 18th overall in Argentina. 

Husqvarna-mounted Caleb Ward came 
into the season fighting an unknown virus 
and things took a turn for the worse at the 
opening round when a crash on Saturday 
ruled him out of racing on Sunday. He 
rebounded in round two, scoring a seventh- 


place moto finish in the mud, before 
another crash on Saturday in Argentina 
ruled him out of racing at the third round. 

New dad Jay Wilson has shown 
continual improvement and the most 
consistency of the Australian contingent 
so far. Finishing well outside a points- 
scoring position in both motos at the 
opening round in Qatar, Wilson picked 
up his first world championship point in 
Indonesia and then narrowly missed out 
on picking up more world championship 
points in Argentina, finishing 21st in the 
opening moto and 22nd in moto two. 

Nathan Crawford, Aaron Tanti and Kyle 
Webster all took advantage of wild-card 
entries in the ill-fated Indonesian round 
of the MX2 championship. For Crawford, 
things ended before they started when the 
Australia withdrew from the event before 
it kicked off. 

Aaron Tanti was consistent despite 
the trying conditions, picking up a single 
point in the opening race to finish in 20th 
position. He backed that result up with 
22nd in race two. Webster recorded a DNF 
in both races. 
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Motorcycle pictured with additional KTM PowerParts. 









MOTOR 

MOUTH 


1. THOR PULSE TAPER GEAR SET 

2. ANSWER ELITE LE HALO GEAR SET 

3. TCX COMP EVO MICHELIN BOOT 

4 2017 FOX FALCON COOLMAX SOCKS 
5. ALPINESTAR INDIANAPOLIS LE TECH 
10 BOOT 

6 SAMCO SPORT RADIATOR HOSES 
7. PROGRIP 3200 FL GOGGLE 
8 RTECH R15 WORX BIKE STAND 

9. GOPRO HANDLEBAR MOUNT 

10. OGIO RIG 9800 MOSSY OAK GEAR BAG 


GEAR BAG 


18 DIRT ACTION 







DIRT ACTION 19 












TWEETS OF THE MONTH 



Don’t treat people as bad as they are 
„ Treat them as good as you are!!!” 
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JASON ANDERSON 

"FOUND OUT WE ARE DOIN' 

20 LAPS INSTEAD OF 20MIN. 
LOVE HOW ALL THESE FORMAT 
CHANGES ARE MADE WITHOUT 
ANY INPUT FROM THE RACERS. 


ADAM CIANCIARULO 

"I JUST FOUND THIS OUT 
TOO. WEIRD." 


AN ALL-TIME LEGEND! WE RE AT THE ANNUAL @ 
KTM.RACING ADVENTURE RIDE!" 

-TOBY PRICE 




NTRODUCING THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE VERSYS FAMILY 


Candy Lime Green 






Joining the Versys 650/L and Versys 1000 models, the highly 
versatile and lightweight Versys-X 300 opens up a category of its own. 


Powerful 296 cm 3 ParallelTwin engine 
Assist and Slipper Clutch 
All-new highly rigid backbone frame 
Long-travel suspension 

19Y17" spoke wheels and multi- 
purpose tubed tyres 


Large-size windshield provides superior 
wind protection 

Slim, upright riding position 

Large-volume bodywork and 
impressive adventure styling 

Comfortable long-distance riding 


Optional genuine 
accessories shown 


Stylish multi-functional instrumentation 
with gear position indicator 


Abundant range of genuine touring 
equipment & accessories available 


Kawasaki Kawasaki Kawasaki 

Insurances Motors Finance genuine accessories 


kawasakiaus 


0 


@kawasakimotors 


For more information visit www.kawasaki.com.au 


Always ride responsibly. Always ride within the limits of your skills, your experience and your machine. Wear an approved helmet and protective clothing. The actions depicted here took place under controlled conditions with professional riders. 


Kawasaki 



SCOTT BISHOP 

BIO: 

Scott Bishop is the most 
experienced dirtbike test 
dummy in Australia and 
perhaps the world. He’s 
tested everything that’s won, 
lost, blew up, blew smoke, 
holeshot or high-sided since 
DIRT ACTION began. These 
days Scott runs the GYTR 
Yamaha Yamalube race 
team in the MXD class and 
spends his time building 
bikes and riders. 

FOLLOW 

( 5 ) GYTRYamaha 
U @gytr_yamaha_team 


PAIN & GLORY 


WORLD’S GREATEST SPORTING INJURY 

Is the greatest sporting injury a burnt 
tongue from a meat pie cooked at 
2000 degrees in a pie warmer at the 
local canteen? My answer is yes and it’s 
common to every sport in Australia. I 
have burnt my hands on exhausts, on hot 
shocks and on brake rotors but nothing is 
a bad as the knock-on effect of trying to 
eat an overcooked pie. 

Its starts when you cautiously take 
your first bite. In an instant you know it’s 
way too hot to handle. Your body tenses 
up like you’ve been stung by a scorpion 
and your fist clenches. That in turn 
squeezes the raging lava inside the pie 
they call meat and it starts to run down 
your hands. So now your mouth is on fire 
and your hand is blistering as you look 
at it - all because some genius in some 
government bureau has made a rule 
that all pie warmers must be set to 2000 
degrees or the pie is unsafe to eat. 

I’ll give you unsafe! My last pie injury 
took me weeks to recover from. I couldn’t 
taste any food for a month as my tongue 
was either singed or numb from the pie 
abuse. My hands were rendered useless 
for a week and the only bright side was 
that I wasn’t sitting in a car and the pie 
lava didn’t fall into my lap and set fire to 
my johnson. 

I’ve since slapped a pie ban on myself 
until some genius can sort this whole 
mess out. I refuse to continue to be the 
world’s pie temperature tester until they 
get some safer parameters in place. 

Surely they can try it on mice or a rat or 
monkey before they unleash it on me. 


MX NATS 

It’s all go in the 2017 season and, by the 
time you read this, a few rounds of the 
MX Nationals will have been run and won. 
The racing industry in Australia is battling 
through some tough times but the effort 
and the presentation teams go to now in 
Australia is impressive. 

The MX1 championship is shaping up to 
be a repeat of last year with Ferris, Gibbs 
and Waters the major players. At times 
last year they were night and day ahead 
of the field and raced at what was truly a 
world level. 

The questions this year are: Who is going 
to be able to step up and match them? 

Can Kyle Peters run up the front for a full 
30 minutes? Will Nathan Crawford make a 
successful jump to the premier class? Who 
will Kawasaki have to partner Crawford with 
as, at the time of writing, Tonkov hadn’t set 
foot on a plane headed for Australia? Can 
Kade Mosig regain 2015 form? 

The MX2 class looks to have a good 
spread of competitors and all in similar 
age brackets. Most of these riders have 
grown up racing one another so it will 
be an interesting year to see who comes 
out on top. 

The early-season favourites would 
have to be Egan Mastin, Wilson Todd, 
Jackson Richardson and Jayden Rykers 
but Kyle Webster has shown impressive 
pre-season speed, as have Mitch Evans 
and Dylan Wills. 

Mastin is two-stroke mounted so it will 
be interesting to see if the two-versus- 
four rivalry starts again like it did a few 
seasons ago. 


INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS 

The past few years have been good for 
Australian riders getting a gig overseas. 
Reardon, Mellross and Clout all secured 
rides in the US while Hunter Lawrence, 

Jed Beaton, Jay Wilson and Caleb 
Ward are all trying to get themselves 
established in Europe. 

Obviously Clout has returned home but 
both Reardon and Mellross have some 
roots in the US and are trying to continue 
racing there. Mellross looked good at the 
opening rounds only to have his results 
ruined by mechanic issues or crashes. 

But I think he’s done enough to show he 
deserves a good ride over there and he’s 
continuing to develop as a rider. 

Reardon is at the other end of 
the scale age-wise but Dan seems 
determined to keep racing at the highest 
level in supercross and has certainly 
shown he’s competitive and is holding 
his position well. Dan doesn’t really 
want to race motocross - supercross is 
his passion - so I expect Dan to try to 
work on deals that enable him to race 
supercross around the world. 

The boys in Europe have been doing 
it tough: riding through a freezing off- 
season before racing the opening rounds 
in furnace-like conditions in Asia must 
be a shock to the system. Lawrence has 
shown he’s the real deal and before long 
will be competing for round podiums. 

That kid can ride. 

The rest will need some time to 
adjust but all are talented athletes 
and great ambassadors for Australian 
MX. Go get ’em, boys! EJII 


22 DIRT ACTION 




ADULTS 


LIGHTWEIGHT! 

FROM 


YOUTH 


GRAMS! 


ECE Approved - Poly Alloy durable light weight shell - Dual Density EPS Liner 
Removable Liner & Cheek Pads - 10 High Volume Vents - Hi-Flow Mouthpiece 


White Blue 


Teal Orange 


R RCI 1^1 E3 

mci_eoo Proudly distributed by McLeod Accessories. Free PH: 1300 300 191 www.iricleodaccessories.com.au 
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ACCESS ALL AREAS 

AN INSIDE VIEW OF THE BACKWARDS STUFF 
WE DO OUTSIDE AND IN 
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ART OF 
f NOT 

GIVING 
A F* CK 


A COUNTERINTUITIVE. APPROA 
TO LIVING A GOOD LIFE 


ON 


The handiwork of a Subway 
sandwich artist. Obviously a fan 
of Picasso 


flying Jetstar 


complaining about the price of airport cotlee_ 




Sometimes getting hopelessly lost 


is the most fun of 


Scott Bishop busted playing with his tool 
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Blue / Fluo Orange 



Fluo Yellow 



White 



FIVE is raising the standards in MX Gloves, by introducing a brand new fabric to make your palm feel so comfortable without losing any of the sensation and grip you 
need to perform, Try a pair on and you won't believe how different these gloves feel. We focused on how you feel the bike while riding, but we also added just what 
it takes to protect your fingers from flying rocks without hindering the freedom of movement that modern racing requires. Add up longtime reliability and you'll get 
what can be considered as the most Advanced MX Gloves. No wonder Valentin GUILLOD has been wearing them on MX2 and MXGP podiums for several seasons. 


S WWW.FIVE-GLOVES.COM 


PROTECTION / FITTING / DESIGN 


©FIVE GLOVES 2017 






2d 

oo 

SS J 


POWERED BY W YUASA 

POWERSPORTS BATTERIES 

ALL THE ON- AND OFF-TRACK NEWS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 
AS FOUND AND REPORTED BY DIRT HOUND AARYN MINERDS 



B oth Tayla Jones and Mackenzie 
Tricker have been on fire early 
in the 2017 American Off-Road 
Championships, both scoring race wins 
and currently sitting at the pointy end of 
multiple championships. 

They went head to head at the 
opening round of the Kenda Full Gas 
Enduro Sprint Series in South Carolina, 
Tricker leading at the end of the first day 
before Jones was able to come through 
and take the win at the end of the final 
test on Sunday. 

KTM-mounted Tricker reversed the 
result in round two, taking a 29-second 
win over Jones, while American Becca 
Sheets rounded out the podium. 

Continuing the Australian dominance, 
Husqvarna-mounted Jones turned 
her attention to the Grand National 
Cross Country Championship (GNCC), 
winning the opening two rounds of 
the championship. She took round one 
ahead of Sheets with Tricker in third, 


before Tricker was able to move up one 
position the following weekend to finish 
behind Jones with Sheets in third. 

For fellow Australian Josh Strang, 
his bid for the outright GNCC title 
started in the best possible fashion 
as the Factory Rockstar Husqvarna 
racer secured the opening holeshot 
of the season at the Big Buck GNCC. 
However, the lead was short lived for 
the Aussie as a lingering ankle injury 
forced him to slow his pace before he 
eventually pulled out of the race, but 
not before stopping to help out a fallen 
XC2 competitor. 

Up front it was KTM’s Steward Baylor 
Jr who took his maiden GNCC win ahead 
of reigning champion Kailub Russell, 
with former motocross and supercross 
rider Ryan Sipes in third. 

At round two, Russell was able to 
turn the tables and claim the race 
win and in doing so secured the 
championship points lead. 



H usqvarna Australia has announced 
21 factory support rides for season 
2017 across motocross and junior 
motocross, off-road, desert and dirt track 
disciplines, as well as the host of dealers 
in the Husqvarna Dealer Support program 
who’ve agreed to provide the critical 
developmental pathway as riders pursue 
their dreams of a factory ride. 

In addition to the high-profile SD3 
team of Brett Metcalfe, Luke Arbon 
and Kaleb Barham (Full Throttle 
Motorcycles) announced earlier, the 
brand will field two factory-supported 
FC350 riders in the premier class, Zak 
Small (Mega Motorcycles) and Kurt Gow 
(Nowra Motorcycles). 

Dylan Wills (Synep Racing) will 
join Arbon in MX2 while Husqvarna’s 
commitment to MXD will again be strong 
with Barham joined by Riley Dukes (R&D 
Husqvarna), Jy Roberts (Robertson’s MC 
Dubbo) and Justin Hart (MPE). 

Husqvarna’s Factory Junior Squad will 
be coordinated by former Queensland 
professional Nathan Crawford and will see 
Bailey Malkiewicz (Moto GO, Reid Taylor 
(Rock MC), Zachary Watson (JR’s MC) and 
Tye Jones (Redline Motorsport) share 
duties across their individual state races 
as well as national-level motocross events. 

Out in the great outdoors, Husqvarna’s 
reputation as one of the big hitters and 
improvers in AORC and Enduro-X looks 


HUSQVARNA 
STEPS UP 
DOMESTIC 
RACING EFFORT 

safe in the hands of factory riders like 
Lachlan Stanford and Broc Grabham, 
while extreme enduro specialist Mitch 
Harper (Moto GC) and 17-year-old 
rising star Fraser Higlett will add even 
more firepower and excitement to 
the lineup. 

South Australian Ivan Long will take 
on the wide-open spaces of desert racing 
on his Husqvarna FC450 while 50-year- 
old dirt-track legend Paul Caslick will 
oversee two of the most frighteningly fast 
emerging talents in the sideways sport: 
Max Croker and Billy Van Eerde. 

“The brand with the longest history and 
richest tradition in off-road motorcycling 
prides itself on identifying and nurturing 
Australian young talent - and a couple 
of talents who are less young - and 
2017 looks like being our best season yet 
across all disciplines,” said HQVA national 
brand manager Jon Hafey. 

“Our off-road squad drips quality and 
potential, our motocross lineup provides 
depth of representation across all three 
classes, our dirt trackers are wiser, 
stronger and faster and we’ll have a 
dedicated desert racer for the first time. 

I can’t wait to see it all unfold! 

“Our program is also a credit to 
the host of dealers who have seized 
the opportunity to participate in the 
Husqvarna Dealer Support program as a 
platform for their business.” 


"MXSPORfs't%)tlffrSTR_ 
TO HOST ANNUAL; USGP 



O n the eve of the Daytona 
Supercross, MX Sports Pro 
Racing revealed a strategic 
partnership with Youthstream, 
organisers of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship (MXGP), to provide 
cooperative support surrounding 
the USGP, one of the key stops of the 
world championship. 

MX Sports Pro Racing’s cooperative 
support of the USGP will help usher in a 
new era for the sport’s global footprint. 


For the past two seasons, MXGP has 
made the overseas trip to bring Europe’s 
finest racers on to US soil and close out 
the championship alongside the biggest 
names in American motocross. This new 
strategic alliance will begin this season 
with the 17th round of the championship 
on Labor Day weekend, September 2-3, 
and will continue for years to come at a 
circuit yet to be announced. 

“Bringing Youthstream and MX Sports 
Pro Racing together for the USGP will 


ensure that event enjoys continued 
success and becomes a fixture on 
the global racing calendar,” said 
Youthstream VP David Luongo. 

“No one knows the sport of 
motocross and its illustrious history in 
America better than the Coombs family 
and that expertise will help make the 
USGP a new motocross tradition for fans 
to celebrate, bringing the planet’s best 
riders together in one place for a true 
showcase of this incredible sport.” 

In addition to the USGP, MX Sports Pro 
Racing will also serve as a cooperative 
partner to Youthstream in bringing the 
legendary FIM Motocross of Nations to 
the US every four to five years. 

“Since the final chequered flag flew 
at Ironman Raceway last August, MX 
Sports Pro Racing has diligently 
worked to enhance the scope of 


American motocross for 2017 and 
beyond,” said MX Sports Pro Racing 
president Davey Coombs. 

“Renewing our partnership with AMA 
Pro Racing will allow us to continue 
to build on our vision of the Lucas 
Oil Pro Motocross Championship for 
the foreseeable future, continuing to 
make the world’s most prestigious 
championship entertaining for our 
current fan base while also pushing to 
make the sport more appealing to a new, 
larger audience. 

“Moreover, welcoming a new strategic 
relationship with Youthstream presents 
an exciting opportunity to create some 
unity between MXGP and American 
motocross, enhancing the presence of 
both the USGP and the Motocross of 
Nations by showcasing the sport’s true 
international scope.” 
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COMPARISON RATE 

ON SELECTED MOTOCROSS & ENDURO BIKES 


Finance now with Zero Percent Comparison Rate on selected 2015 and 2016 Run Out Models! 

See your participating Australian Husqvarna Motorcycles Dealership today and be a Husky 
Hero. 


Find your local dealer here 

www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com 


TERMS AND CONDmOHS: 'Cmdit provided by BOO Credit Ply Umiled ABN 92 080 151 266 (BOGQ (Au StrBlian CMt Licence Number 393331} 

(rading as Husqvarna Finance. EOQC is a wholly owned Subsidiary of Bank of Queensland Unfed ABM 32 009 666 740 (BQQ). BOQ does nos 
guarantee or otherwise supped the oblations or performance of BQQC or the products it offers. Fees and charges arc payable. BQQC's standard 
credit assessment criteria apply. 

IT’S offer is available to approved applicants wf o finance new MY 201 6/201 5 TC125 JG25Q.FC25Q 

FG350 jFQd 50, TE 1 25 1 TE25D.TE300,FE£50, FE350, FE450 .PESO 1 selected Motocnossaiduro Models -during 01/02/2017 and 30/04/2017. 

rate of 0% pa is applicable on a 24 month term consumer loan agreement. lees and charges are payable. The comparison rate is 3.99% pa and is 
catenated on a loan amount of $10,000 lor a term of 36 months. These rates are lor secured loans only. WARNING: This comparison rale is Irue only 
lor Ihe examples given and may not include all fees end charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. 
Interest rates quoted are indicative only and are subject to change without notice. 
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T he second annual KTM Australia 
Adventure Rallye took place 
in the Blue Mountains/Upper 
Hunter region of New South Wales 
from March 5-10. 

This year, 194 riders savoured the five- 
night journey which started and finished 
at Wisemans Ferry, in the foothills of the 
iconic Blue Mountains in NSW, traversing 
between 250km and 300km per day of 
the best trails NSW has to offer. 

The route was planned to highlight 
the incredible landscapes of the region 
as well as provide some sneaky breakout 
routes to test the skills and reward those 
who dared. 

Riders were given a very special treat 
when Australia’s - and possibly the 
world’s - favourite adventure rider Toby 
Price made a guest appearance on day 
one at Jenolan Caves in what was his first 


ride back after his Dakar injury. 

The treat then went on for four more 
days when Toby had so much fun with 
the group and on his bike he stayed for 
the entire week and got to ride 
with everyone. 

“It’s been so much fun on the KTM 
Australia Adventure Ride,” enthused 
Toby. “There have been plenty of epic 
trails and I’ve been riding with some 
awesome people who love riding their 
pride and joy - just like me!” 

Two New Zealanders, one Irishman 
and seven Americans took part in the 
ride, which made things all the more 
interesting as one of the Americans 
turned out to be Ricky Johnson, the 
multiple AMA motocross and supercross 
champion who ruled supreme in the era 
when KTM Australia’s own Jeff Leisk was 
making it big on the world stage. 



R ockstar Energy Husqvarna 

Factory Racing’s Graham Jarvis 
has cemented his place in the 
Hell’s Gate record books by claiming a 
fifth event win. 

Earning a hard-fought victory at the 
2017 edition of the one-day Tuscan 
race, the recent Ales Trem winner 
finished more than four minutes ahead 
of Travis Teasdale at the end of the 
three-hour main race. 

“It’s been a great event for me,” he 
said. “Winning the morning 
qualifying race was a bit of a surprise. 


I just made sure I didn’t make any 
mistakes and that was good enough to 
get the win. 

“In the main race I got a good start 
but dropped behind Wade Young, who 
was running a really strong pace. He 
had some kind of a problem then which 
allowed me to get ahead. I just kept 
a steady pace going then and things 
worked out great. 

“There was a lot more man-made 
sections this year, which isn’t really my 
thing. But to get a fifth Hell’s Gate win 
is great.” 


KTM TO INJECT 
SOMETHING NEW 
INTO EXC RANGE 


K TM is all set to unleash fuel- 

injected two-strokes on the market 
when the Austrian manufacturer’s 
2018 EXC lineup hits dealer floors. 

It has been no secret that KTM’s R&D 
department in Mattighofen, Austria, 
has been developing this technology, 
which offers considerable benefits over 
carburetted models including drastically 
reduced fuel consumption and removing 
the need to premix fuel or alter the jetting. 

Not only that, the new two-stroke 
TPI (Transfer Port Injection) models 
are set to offer a completely new 
experience in terms of power delivery 
and rideability. It demonstrates once 
again KTM’s commitment to its off- 
road roots, following on from the all- 
new generation of enduro machines 
released last year. 

While information is limited at this 
time, more information is set to be 
unveiled at an international media launch 
that begins on May 15, 2017. 


“This is an incredibly exciting 
development for KTM,” said KTM 
Product Marketing Manager Joachim 
Sauer. “We have been developing two- 
stroke fuel injection for some time and 
our goal was to create competitive 
motorcycles with all the benefits of fuel 
injection while fitting into our Ready To 
Race mantra. 

“There has been extensive testing 
and considerations for our research and 
development team to take into account 
during this process, so we are very 
motivated by this next step and world 
first in technology as we take a major 
step forward in this segment. 

“We are certainly looking forward to 
unveiling the new 2018 KTM 250 EXC 
TPI and KTM 300 EXC TPI machines in 
May. In Europe, the bikes will arrive at 
the dealer floors in early summer. In the 
USA and Canada, the new 2018 KTM 250 
XC-W TPI will be available in very limited 
quantities in late fall.” 



A merican Colton Haaker has 
made it back-to-back World 
SuperEnduro Championship wins 
with a solid podium result at the final 
round of the series held in Albi, France. 

The Rockstar Energy Husqvarna 
Factory Racer entered the final round of 
the championship with an 11-point lead 
over Factory KTM’s Alfredo Gomez. 

Gomez was able to secure his maiden 
round win, finishing the night on equal 
points with teammate Jonny Walker. 
However, Haaker’s 2-2-3 main event 
results were enough to secure the 
final spot on the podium and, more 
importantly, a seven-point championship- 
winning margin. 

Competing in his first-ever 
SuperEnduro championship last year, 
Haaker won the title with a last-lap 
pass for the win in the final moto of the 
last race of the series. Coming into the 
2017 series as defending champion and 


BACK-TO-BACK 1 

WORLD TITLES 
FOR HAAKER 

having recently also secured the AMA 
EnduroCross title, Haaker placed a strong 
second overall at round one in Poland 
before enjoying a perfect night at round 
two in Germany with three final wins. 

“It’s great to win the SuperEnduro 
title again,” said Haaker. “It’s been a very 
different championship to last year as I felt 
like I started this series as favourite to win. 

“I came out strong at the first two 
rounds and managed to open up a little 
gap at the top of the points. I think Jonny 
and Alfredo worked really hard during 
the break after the first two rounds but 
tonight I felt like things were pretty even 
between us all. 

“Defending the SuperEnduro title was 
definitely something different and quite 
possibly harder to do, but I’m just stoked 
to win the championship. I felt like I rode 
well tonight but at the same time I knew 
the title was on the line. I’m stoked to 
have got two SuperEnduro titles in a row.” 
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A better way forward 
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PROJECT BIKE: 

PATRIOT HONDA BUILD 



OZ-BUILT BEAST 


AUSTRALIAN ACERBIS IMPORTER OFF ROAD IMPORTS TAKES US THROUGH THE PROCESS 
OF RELEASING AN ALL-NEW PRODUCT TO THE WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY MATT BERNARD 


T he Patriot Edition plastic kit for the Honda 
CRF450R started as a simple idea. Off Road 
Imports managing director Toby Andrews was 
sitting in a meeting at Acerbis HQ in Italy. 

The idea of a Patriot Plastics kit was floated across 
the table but, with the in-house marketing team 
charging forward with the new 2017 range, the project 
was released to the Australian team to execute. A quick 
text message back home had the Australian marketing 
team working on renderings to expand on the idea. 

Between the Australian and Italian offices, the Patriot 
idea blossomed and grew into a feasible and polished 
product through the Aussie designs and renderings. 

It’s a streamlined conversation between Acerbis and 
Italy so, after emails, Skype meetings and phone 
conferences, it was only a matter of weeks before the 
plastics hit production. 

Acerbis USA and Acerbis Belgium were presented the 
idea and also jumped at the opportunity to release it 
to their markets. 

“We really liked the idea,” said Toby. “The Italian 
marketing team were slammed so I volunteered our guys 
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to focus on and execute it, which we did. It started with 
our guys sketching on paper, moving to a Photoshop 
render stage [and] creating a logo. We even designed 
custom graphics to work with the colour combination. 

“We have our own studio in house at Off Road Imports, 
so we also put our hand up to cover the photography 
side of the marketing. Once the plastics arrived, our 
friends at Hawkesbury Honda lent us a bike, local 
graphics business Moto Kit printed our Acerbis graphics 
and we spent a day building a bike with the Patriot 
plastics and Acerbis accessories. 

“The exciting part of the whole thing is that Acerbis 
Italy is now rolling out a complete range of accessories to 
match the Patriot product. They’ve designed an Acerbis 
X-Seat in blue red, X-brake 2.0 Disc Guard, X-Grip Frame 
protectors, X-Ultimate handguards and also a skidplate - 
all of which will be available in Australia.” 

The idea started small, grew quickly and was 
eventually presented to the world by the tight-knit team 
from Australia, something the entire Off Road team is 
justifiably very proud of. Oh, and did we mention - the 
bike looks epic! EJII 



BETWEEN THE AUSTRALIAN AND ITALIAN 
OFFICES, THE PATRIOT IDEA BLOSSOMED 
AND GREW INTO A FEASIBLE AND 
POLISHED PRODUCT 
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FEATURE: 

RC’S RM250 



THIS IS THE LAST TWO-STROKE MOTOCROSS BIKE TO WIN AN AMA SUPERCROSS 
OR MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP: THE 2005 FACTORY MAKITA SUZUKI RM250 
OF THE GOAT, RICKY CARMICHAEL. IT WOULD BE SPECIAL TO JUST HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE SOME PHOTOS OF THIS MACHINE BUT NOT ONLY DID WE 
DO THAT - WE WERE GIVEN THE GREEN LIGHT TO FIRE IT UP AND RIDE IT! 





I ’ve been lucky enough 
to ride more than my 
fair share of factory 
race bikes over the 
years but as far as special 
bikes go, this one’s at the top 
of the list hands down. It’s 
one thing to ride a current 
factory race bike, but to ride 
one that’s literally a piece 
of supercross history - 12 
years after it was ridden 
to a championship by the 
Greatest Of All Time, no 
less - well, you have to 
pinch yourself. 

Of all the factory bikes 
I’ve ridden for magazines, 

I never had the opportunity 


to ride a factory two- 
stroke and, to be honest, I 
thought that opportunity 
had passed. Hell, I would’ve 
ridden any factory two- 
stroke given the chance but, 
when that opportunity is 
L this bike, ridden by this guy, 
well I can safely say I could 
9 never test another bike and 
I’d be a happy man. 
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The power from this machine is exciting. It’s strong 
and meaty - not in a current four-stroke way, but for 
a two-stroke 250 it is. It’s hard to imagine how good 
it would have been for its time and not compare it to 
current-day bikes. I really felt the engine had much 
more torque than a stock 250 would have had at 
the time. That conclusion was helped by the fact RC 
would run this bike quite rich so it had that feeling to 
it. He gave strict instructions to keep it well cleared 
out when riding it and regular free revs were not 
only recommended but encouraged. 





Suzuki RM-Z 


AWAY" 


RIDE 

AWAY 


Conditions apply. Promotional Recommended Ride Away Price. Offer available from participating dealers while stocks last or ends June 30th 2017. 


fi . 








I L 



One thing that’s consistent across the 
factory bikes I’ve ridden is that they 
continue to produce power at high rpm. 
This bike can scream; you can hold a gear 
and let the engine overrev to what seems 
like the moon and the power doesn’t 
falfDff a cliff like a production bike. It 
doesn’t producejts best power there but 
if you have to hold a gear a little longer it 
doesn’t punish you too severely. 


QUICK STATS: THE GOAT, 
RICKY CARMICHAEL 

AMATEUR RACING 

9 Loretta Lynn National Championships 
67 Total Amateur National 
Championships 
PROFESSIONAL RACING 
1996 Rookie of the Year 
15 Championships (record): 10 MX 
(record) & 5 SX championships 
150 career wins (record): 102 MX wins 
(record) 6- 48 SX wins (2nd all time) 

2 perfect seasons MX (record) 

Only rider to go undefeated in 
125 SX series 

Never lost a MX championship 
1997-2006. Never lost a title defence 
he contested 

4 times MX des Nations Individual 
Champion (3 times team champions) 
AMA Rider of the Year 5 times (record) 

X-GAMES 

3 times Cold Medalist MotoX Step-up 
(twice) and MotoX Racing 



ONE THING THAT’S CONSISTENT 
ACROSS THE FACTORY BIKES I’VE 
RIDDEN IS THAT THEY CONTINUE TO 
PRODUCE POWER AT HIGH RPM 



For a 12-year-old engine I couldn’t believe how tight and fresh it still felt and sounded. This thing is a beast and you 
couldn’t wipe the smile off my face when I was riding it. The factory bike details are also so impressive: titanium bolts 
throughout, billet aluminium parts, alloy case guard and detailed markings like the 05 RC T3 on the lower pipe mount 
of the factory Pro Circuit pipe. 
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For more information: ' 

T +61 425 778 909 


SURFACE 

TECHNOLOGY 

COATINGS 


Surface Technology Coatings is a division of Sutton Tools 

382 Settlement Road, Thomastown 3074 • E surftech@surftech.com.au 


www.surftech.com.au 


Please note: It is not necessary to strip the existing chrome plating as the PVD Coatings can be applied over good quality chrome plated forks. Forks need to be fully disassembled prior to 
sending to Surface Technology for PVD Coatings. The maximum length of forks we can coat in Futura Nano (Deep Purple) is 600mm. 





This bike is the last of the factory two-strokes; hard to 
believe it’s been 12 years since it was ridden in competition. 
RC rode it to seven wins in the 2005 season and wrapped 
up the championship with one round to go. Sitting here on 
the stand, it really doesn’t look that dated. 



***** \/Uy;r 
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RC’s bike was so cool to get a ride on. It was a 
two-stroke beast with punchy power and so light 
and nimble to ride if you’re comparing to today’s 
four-strokes. Two-strokes feel light stock so you can 
imagine what a factory one feels like that’s even lighter 
and has more power. It was an awesome experience 
and a lot of fun to spin some laps on. 


FORA 

12-YEAR-OLD 
ENGINE I 
COULDN’T 
BELIEVE HOW 
TIGHT AND 
FRESH IT STILL 
FELT AND 
SOUNDED 




These Pro Circuit R304 Shorty mufflers definitely weren’t available to the public in 2005 like 
they are now. 



The RC 4 detail on the magnesium power valve cover is so damn cool. 
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IT’S ONE THING TO RIDE A CURRENT 
FACTORY RACE BIKE, BUT TO RIDE 
ONE THAT’S LITERALLY A PIECE OF 
SUPERCROSS HISTORY - 


v” 
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A very cool billet quick-adjust clutch lever. Though these were around for a bit they still weren’t 
standard equipment across all bikes as they are today. 





Although RC’s setup is not as extreme as in his Honda days, his RM250 still has the trademark cut- 
down seat and lowered look to it, which comes from a cut-down subframe and shortened rear shock. 




A carbon disc guard with an extremely cool RC trademarked number 4 detail. This is a very nicely 
made carbon part from a time when carbon wasn’t as affordable or easily obtainable as it is now. 
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Lightest sealed ring chain on the market. 20% longer 
wear life over RK KZU Chain. Teflon UW-Ring provides 
no power loss with amazing lube retention. Ideal for 
MX Race application 125-500cc. 


Imported & Distributed by: 


LINK 


I FOLLOW | US ON 
linkint.com.au 
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FEATURE: 

CLIPSAL 500 SUPERENDURO-X 










WHEN STADIUM 
MOTOCROSS COLLIDES 
WITH STADIUM ENDURO, 
THINGS GET WILD 


WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY AARYN MINERDS 


I n 2016, David Ellis brought Enduro-X to the masses 
with the first-ever dirtbike event held alongside the 
opening round of the V8 Supercar Championship. 

It showcased off-road racing to more than 200,000 
spectators who walked through the gates for the New 
Holland Enduro-X presented by Monster Energy. 

Never one to rest on his laurels, Ellis had even bigger 
plans for 2017, deciding to combine all the action of a 
supercross track with the technical nature of an Enduro-X 
course to bring to life one of the most unique races ever 
seen on Australian soil: the first-ever SuperEnduro-X. 

As if that wasn’t exciting enough in itself, Ellis was 
able to entice leading US endurocross riders Cody 
Webb and Kyle Redmond, along with former American 
supercross, motocross and Enduro-X legend Mike Brown 
to the event. There they would go head to head against 
the likes of Aussies Tye Simmonds, Peter Boyle, Todd 
Smith and the surprise packet of the event, former MX 
and SX frontrunner Cheyne Boyd. 

Add to the mix 13-time World Trials champion, 
former World Enduro champion and Dakar outright 
frontrunner with a top-10 overall finish to her name, Lila 
Sanz; Australian freestyle gun Robbie Marshall, who was 
jumping straight over from his Showtime FMX show onto 
the start line for the SuperEnduro-X; and local state racers 
in the form of Shane Metcalfe, Ivan Long and Riley Graham 
among others. The thousands of fans who flocked from 
the supercar racing over to the huge SuperEnduro-X 
track for each and every event were in for some first-class 
racing action and one well-put-together show. 

In another bonus for race fans, Toby Price - who 
played a big part in planning the SuperEnduro-X event 
though was unable to race due to a recent injury - was 
on hand every time racing action got underway, meeting 
and greeting with fans and spending time capturing the 
action across his social media networks. Price also spent 
time behind the wheel of his Super Truck, which he again 
raced at this year’s Clipsal 500. 


RIDER VS TRACK 

The track itself was a true test of the riders’ skills as each 
launched from a giant drop-off out of the gates and 
straight into a huge tyre wall. This led into two bike- and 
body-jarring Enduro-X lanes that included loose rock and 
log crossings, with a few cement pipe jumps thrown in for 
good measure. 


sqvarm 

motorcycles 
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A 180-degree sandpit turn greeted riders at the end 
of the first enduro section, leading them into the first 
supercross rhythm lane followed by a 65-foot SX double, 
around a corner into the next Enduro-X section, followed 
by another SX rhythm lane. Finally came a mixed lane 
that incorporated a log-to-cement pipe section, which 
the top riders were clearing in one jump, then straight 
into a dragon’s back-to-double combination. 

It wasn’t a track for the fainthearted and certainly 
let riders show off their particular skill set, really 
highlighting where their strengths and weaknesses lay 
depending on their riding background. 

As with last year’s event, racing was held across all 
four days of the Clipsal 500, with smaller daytime races 
giving fans a glimpse of what was to come in Friday’s 
and Saturday afternoon’s big main events. 

WEBB STARTS HOT 

On Friday evening it was American Cody Webb who 
took home the prize money in the one-lap time-trial 
qualification session, though local rider Shane Metcalfe, 
aboard his YZ250 two-stroke, proved to be a fan 
favourite as one of the first riders to hit each SX rhythm 
section. Meanwhile, fellow local rider Ivan Long also had 
the crowd on its feet with wide-open antics that had him 
flying sideways over both SX and Enduro-X obstacles. 

Tye Simmonds stole the show during Friday evening’s 
Man vs Man race, taking down his American counterparts 
on his way to picking up a handy little winner’s cheque. 

When the gates dropped on the two back-to-back 
six-lap main event races, it was American Red Bull KTM 
racer Cody Webb whose experience shone through, 
taking line honours in both races to secure the win. 

Mike Brown secured second position on countback 
over Kyle Redmond as the Americans stole the show. 

The unluckiest rider of the day was Yamaha’s Cheyne 
Boyd who, despite rocking up to the event with his 
supercross suspension, was on track for third position in 
the second main and a top-three overall until a last-lap 
crash put him out of contention. 

WICKED WEEKEND 

Saturday evening’s show was again packed to the rafters 
as Supercar fans came looking for some two-wheeled 
entertainment once the four-wheeled action had finished 
and before the night’s big concert got underway. 

With a host of goodies from Monster Energy, 

Michelin, Ogio, Milwaukee Tools and more launched 
into the crowd, the racing action once again got going. 

In a repeat of Friday evening’s event, Webb once again 
led the way in qualifying before Simmonds pulled in his 
second straight Man vs Man win. 

In the main events, Webb proved too strong for the 
second day in a row, taking home another win despite 
a tough battle from 45-year-old Mike Brown, while Boyd 
made amends for his late race crash the day before to 
hold down a pair of third-place finishes and land on the 
final step of the podium. 

MIKE BROWN: Former American SX front-runner, 
American Motocross Champion, World Motocross 
Championship contender, American Enduro-X 
champion, US ISDE rider — there isn’t much this 
45-year-old legend hasn’t done on two wheels 
The track layout of alternating lanes of Enduro-X and 
supercross is something I enjoyed the best. I was able 
to rest a little bit in the jump sections and the technical 
sections - that’s where all the work happened. 

Cody Webb is good at this stuff. He was so good in 
the logs out there whereas I think my bike was a little 
too stiff for those things. He’s so tall, he could just get 
over the back of the bike and pin it over those things. 

I wish all the races were like this over in America. 

The races over there are more trials races now than a 



hybrid enduro track with logs and obstacles; it’s more 
technical. I prefer this much more. 

This has been a great event; I hated missing it last 
year due to injury so it’s good to finally get down here 
for it. It’s one of the best events I’ve ever been to, 
especially for spectators. I’ve never been to an event 
like this where you have the top level of car racing along 
with all types of other car and truck races, Enduro-X, 
freestyle, concerts each night. 

I’ve been out and watched all the racing and am 
going to go watch the final V8 races now. I love it. I 
raced cars for two years and if I could do it I’d rather be 
in those things at this age. 

I love racing, though, no matter what it is; and, 
shoot, I’m just happy to be down here in Australia 
racing motorcycles at the age of 45! If I can ever come 
back and race again it would be great. If not, just to be 
able to come back and see this event again would be 
something special. 

CODY WEBB: American Enduro-X star, 2016 
Erzberg runner-up and recently graduated 
mechanical engineer 

The track layout was actually quite simpler than I’m 
used to back home and I didn’t have the suspension 
set up exactly how I would’ve liked for it but we made 
the best of it. 

I got more and more comfortable all weekend, 
though at the same time you could see that all the moto 
guys were getting more comfortable on the Enduro-X 
lanes over the track. 
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As an event as a whole it’s been the most fun and 
greatest event I’ve ever done. There’s so much racing, 
so much going on and the opportunity to make some 
decent money out on the track and we’re here in 
Australia with this beautiful weather. 

The track layout was super fun, though the start 
was a little dangerous with too much going on too fast 
straight out of the gate. It would’ve been nice to have 
a more traditional first-turn corner and reduce some 
of the chaos. 

I was getting more and more comfortable with the 
supercross rhythm sections over the four days. The 
first practice session I felt like a fish out of water; it was 
my first time ever hitting a rhythm section [and] it took 
a little bit of time. Kyle [Redmond] and I were getting 
more comfortable while a guy like Brownie was loving 
that stuff right off the bat. 

By the final moto of the weekend I was tripling into 
that back corner and just hammering that corner into 
the big double as hard as I could. I was in a groove 
today and it’s always good when you’re out there 
smiling and having fun. 

We’ve been out to watch the car racing including 
watching Toby in the Super Trucks. That guy has 
phenomenal talent in anything he does. That racing 
is so exciting and has been the best battle we’ve seen 
out on the track all weekend. I’m about to get out of 
my gear now and go watch the Super Trucks; it’s so 
exciting and a whole new type of racing for me and it’s 
so cool to see a moto guy out there mixing it up. Maybe 
something to do in the future - as they say, with age 
comes a cage - but car racing involves a little bit more 
money, so I have to get things figured out on that one! 

I know the McAlpine brothers; I filmed a Red Bull video 
with Jason last year and he asked if I was heading down 


SATURDAY EVENING'S SHOW WAS AGAIN 
PACKED TO THE RAFTERS AS SUPERCAR 
FANS CAME LOOKING FOR SOME TWO- 
WHEELED ENTERTAINMENT 


for it and I was like, “Noooo, I haven’t been invited.” After 
that I forgot all about it until Kyle mentioned it about two 
weeks ago, so we called Dave and a couple of days later 
we were on a plane down here for it. 

I got my mechanical engineering degree last May, 
took my final exam and then flew out to Erzberg. My life 
has just been on a big bike racing vacation of late. 


LILA SANZ: 13-times World Trials Champion, World 
Enduro Champion and a top-10 overall Dakar finisher 

It’s my second time in Australia; I was here once before 
to do a trials school for women which was organised 
by the FIM. We had a lot of girls down in Sydney for the 
school and I then spent some time in Queensland with 
Kristy McKinnon. 

The track out here was really hard for me as I’m not 
used to the motocross/supercross sections of the track; 
I’ve never raced any motocross before. It was hard but 
a good experience and I’ve learned a lot over the four 
days and improved since the day I got here. I’ve also 
finished the weekend safe, which is important as I have 
the first round of the Spanish Enduro championships 
next weekend. 

It’s been nice to be able to ride the supercross 
sections of track; it’s always fun to have a new 
experience and learn new things. It’s important to learn 
how to jump but it’s something I’ve never had time 


to practise as there isn’t much time for anything else 
between my Rallye and enduro racing. 

This event is amazing. Toby Price told me about this 
event last year but I was still surprised to see how big 
the event is and all the people that are here. 

On Saturday I went over to see the Supercars and I 
really enjoyed that and also the race that Toby did in the 
trucks. It’s amazing how much talent he has in a car; I 
think he has a big future in car racing. 

The whole event was great, from the SuperEnduro-X 
to all the car racing. It was really nice to see. 


CHEYNE BOYD: The former Australian supercross 
and motocross star had never raced any enduro or 
off-road event before the Clipsal 500 SuperEnduro-X 

It was definitely different. It didn’t catch me off guard 
and I knew I’d be a bit of a novice at it, but as the 
weekend went on I learned more and more each time 
I went out. My bike setup was definitely off for the 
enduro sections of the track but was awesome through 
the supercross sections, so I used my strengths to make 
up time there and give myself a bit of a break. 

The rest of the track was all about consistency and a 
little bit of luck. You’re riding into rocks that move, logs 
that move, so there’s a little bit of luck at times, but at 
the same time making sure you look ahead and commit 
to each section. 
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Overall it was a good weekend. It seemed like I had all 
my bad luck in those smaller day races and all the good 
luck in the finals at night. It was good to get up on the 
podium and be the number-one Aussie a fair few times 
over the weekend. I’m just disappointed it ended with a 
crash and injury after a rider took me out. 

I’ve never done any enduro racing in my life; it’s been 
all MX and SX. Back in the early 2000s, Chad Reed, 

Mitch Hoad and I would go trail riding in Cessnock but 
that’s the only sort of trail riding I’ve ever done before 
this event. I’ve never practised Enduro-X one bit. All this 
jumping over rocks and logs is a new thing. 

I came here with my supercross suspension and it was 
way too hard in the technical enduro sections. My natural 
SX setup is on the softer side so I thought I could get 
away with it, but at the end of the day it was too hard. 

My only preparation for this event was I was told to 
get mousse tubes, so we did that and it proved a good 
thing in eliminating the flat tyres out there. 

I have to say this event has been brutal on not only 
the body but also the bikes. The amount of parts and 
the amount of gear I’ve been through, especially ending 
with a crash, has been gnarly. I’ve been through more 
parts and gear in the past four days than I have in the 
past two to three years. I’ve ruined two helmets, both 
brake disks, sprockets, bars, every lever. It’s gnarly. If 
I come back I’ll need a bigger parts budget and 
someone else’s bike! 

I think with some time to practise and set up a bike I 
could make it a lot more consistent and smooth and a 
better ride for me. But in saying that, I still had a ball - I 
achieved a lot and came away with some great results. 

It’s definitely a gnarly sport. Hats off to Brownie, 

Webb and the others to just how good they are; it’s 
probably the gnarliest conditions and form of racing I’ve 
had to go into. 

TYE SIMMONDS: Former Australian MX and SX 
frontrunner, AORC championship contender and 
desert racing gun 

It was a great event; I had an absolute ball. I wanted to 
come out last year but we didn’t get the chance to with 
the first round of the AORC being so close. 

We got down here this year and I hadn’t done a whole 
lot of riding and I’m not real fit at the moment, but I 
had an absolute ball. The rocks and the logs and all that 
technical stuff made it hard but the supercross stuff was 
so fun and gave me a bit of a breather around the track. 

The racing was so much fun and the guys put on 
such a great show. The atmosphere around the track 
was great; the crowd looked like they were having a 
ball and you could definitely hear them yelling and 
screaming. The Man vs Man races made for some close 
racing and spectating for them as well. 

From my point of view I thought it was a pearler of an 
event. All the crowd from the V8s and car racing would 
come over when we were racing and were backing it 
and they enjoyed it. If Dave can keep this thing going it 
will be awesome; they did a bloody unreal job. 

It felt good to get some wins in the Man vs Man races 
and for one lap I know I’m pretty good but, like I said, I’m 
a little unfit - I haven’t raced since the 4 Day last year. 
But we’ll come back next year if it’s on again and spend 
some time on the bike now that I know what I’m in for. 

It was good the way they changed up the format 
and had different types of racing. The Americans were 
too good in the longer races. By the three-lap mark 
they were gone, while the one-lap qualifying and the 
Man vs Man races were a lot closer and provided some 
great spectating. 

I have a big year ahead now. I have the wedding 
coming up and now it’s time to get back into training 
and get fit and ready for the big two desert races later 
this year, Finke and Hattah. 



DAVE ELLIS: The brains behind the Clipsal 500 
SuperEnduro-X 

After we finished the event last year, I sat around with 
Matty McAlpine, Toby Price and the other boys involved 
on putting on the show and talked about what we 
wanted to do for 2017. 

We talked about doing the EnduroX as we did last 
year but came up with the idea of adding in some 
supercross. When we talked to the organisers at Clipsal 
and told them what we wanted to do they were all for it. 

The budget increased probably another third to get 
the supercross element added into the track design 
but we needed to keep elevating ourselves to the next 
level. People are paying premium prices for tickets to 
the Clipsal event so they want bang for their buck with 
everything that’s happening at the venue. 

The South Australian government were very 
supportive of the idea, so that’s the path we went with and 
by doing so we enticed some really big riders to come 
out. Mike Brown contacted me to say he wanted to come 
back after missing the event last year due to injury and, 
as soon as I got off the phone to him, both Kyle Redmond 
and Cody Webb called me wanting to come over for it. 

It was a big stretch for both Husqvarna and KTM 
Australia to throw in even more support at the last 
minute but Jeff Leisk and both team managers were 
super supportive of the event and made it happen. 

To have Lila Sanz come over was amazing and the 
crowd really took to her and she had some great support. 

The event was a great success again. This type of 
hybrid EnduroX/supercross racing has a lot of potential. 


The combination of the technical enduro-style obstacles 
and the high-flying supercross jumps makes for some 
spectacular action. 

The racing on the track was great and to see the likes 
of Cheyne Boyd go head to head with the big-name 
American riders certainly got the crowd going. 

ROBBIE MARSHALL: Showtime FMX team manager 
and rider, first-time Enduro-X Racer 

I’d never really done any type of enduro racing before. 
Growing up on a farm I’d wheelied over a few logs 
before and ridden around in the bush a little bit, but that 
track was a real eye-opener. 

The event itself was a very professionally run event 
and certainly one of the better events we’ve had in 
Australia. The track was a little bit hard on the bikes and 
it would’ve been good to spend some time just focused 
on the racing and have a bike setup to suit instead of 
heading out there on my spare freestyle bike. 

It was a busy weekend going backwards and 
forwards between the freestyle shows with the 
Showtime FMX team and then jumping straight into 
the SuperEnduro-X racing, especially with the heat 
over the four days. The event itself has grown a lot and 
has come a long way since we first started doing the 
freestyle show. 

There’s always a really big crowd at Clipsal so it’s a 
no-brainer to have this type of event at a big Supercar 
race. We’ve always had a big crowd come over to watch 
the freestyle shows and the SuperEnduro-X just gives 
more for people to head over and watch all the action. EJII 
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STEP ONE IS AN EASY DAY’S RIDE 
OF 635KM NORTHEAST OUT OF 
VEGAS ON HIGHWAY 15 


I t’s not often I find myself in Las Vegas. This time it’s 
the day after the Supercross final. Clubby and all 
our American friends are heading back to LA after 
our dual-sport desert ride from LA to Las Vegas and 
the missus and I have a few days to kill. 

EagleRider Motorcycle Rentals (eaglerider.com) solves 
our problem. Three days of adventure coming up: we’re 
headed for the Arizona-Utah border to Monument Valley. 

Step one is an easy day’s ride of 635km northeast 
out of Vegas on Highway 15. The ride takes nearly all 
day with fuel and refreshment breaks and several photo 
opportunities and stops at Kanab, Big Water Visitor 
Center, Lake Powell and Kayenta, during which we 
crisscross between Nevada, Arizona and Utah. 

We finally arrive at our digs for the night: Goulding’s 
Resort, inside the Monument Valley Native Indian 
Reserve. Hey, it was the only place John Wayne would 
stay when filming in the area and it was perfect for us, 
too. The Indian reserve is a dry area so if you plan on 
having a beer while watching the sunset you better 
make it a ginger - the whole area is alcohol free; you 
can’t bring it in or buy it there. 

If you’re a fan of old westerns or have seen the recent 
Lone Ranger movie, you’ll recognise a lot of scenery 
around the Monument Valley area, especially on the 
tourist loop from the main tourist centre. Hundreds of 
westerns were shot here and they still film around here 
on a regular basis. It’s part of the national park and 
requires a $10-per-vehicle access pass. 

The road in is only a short drive from our overnight 
accommodation. Goulding’s is a large resort with many 
accommodation options, from hotel rooms to the 
fabulous stand-alone feature cabins we stayed in. It also 
has a classic restaurant where we’re able to watch the 
sun set across the valley and try some old western fare. 
The crumbed steak is excellent. 

DAY TWO 

We start out early as we want to see as much as we can 
in the area before heading south to Flagstaff and then 
following parts of the old Route 66 to our overnight 
stop at Kingman. 



Monument Valley Navajo Tribal Park Visitor Center is 
the starting point of the self-drive tour: follow the road 
in a one-way direction and it takes you through the 
valley. You get a close and uninterrupted view of some 
of the most magnificent rock formations, known as 
mesas (Spanish for tables) and buttes. It’s truly stunning 
and I rate it up there with our Uluru. 

In hindsight, we should’ve made sure we had two 
nights and a full day here. I think it would’ve been worth 


staying around all day and watching the different colours 
and shadows move through the valley with the sun and 
I expect sunset would be spectacular. We’ve vowed to 
come back some day and do a sunset experience. 

By 11.30am our time is up and, after a fuel and food 
charge in Kayenta, it’s dead south up and up into 
high country towards Flagstaff, a city on the Colorado 
Plateau at 2100 metres. Flagstaff was founded for 
lumber and is surrounded by mountain pine plantations. 
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NAVAJO NATION 

At over 17 million acres, the Navajo Nation 
encompasses the entire northeast quarter of the 
state of Arizona and spills over into New Mexico 
and Utah. As the custodian of these lands, 
the Navajo Parks and Recreation Department 
was established in 1964 and remains one of 
the oldest programs in the Navajo Nation 
government. It faces tremendous challenges 
to accomplish its mandate to manage, protect 
and preserve these special areas because of the 
growing Navajo population, the need to promote 
economic and social opportunity for the people 
and the huge numbers of visitors who come to 
see, learn and experience the wonders 
of the Navajo Nation. 
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YOU GET A CLOSE AND 

UNINTERRUPTED VIEW OF SOME 

OF THE MOST MAGNIFICENT 
ROCK FORMATIONS, KNOWN AS 
MESAS AND BUTTES. IT’S TRULY 
STUNNING AND I RATE IT UP 
THERE WITH OUR ULURU 


Latte charged and it’s off on the final 200km west 
to Kingman. Along here you can stay on the interstate 
or veer off in spots to check out some of the old Route 
66 towns. We take a couple of exits, one of which goes 
through the township of Seligman. You can see in its 
day how it would have been a vibrant hub; now it’s just 
a sleepy small town. 

LAST DAY 

Our final day starts with the Route 66 Powerhouse 
museum, then another side-road adventure to the small 
township of Oatman, a place where donkeys freely 
roam the streets. It’s like a classic town from a western 
movie, still stuck in the mid-1800s. 

Then it’s another back road as we make our way out 
to the western rim of the Grand Canyon followed by a 
run past Lake Mead then over the new interstate bridge 
network past the Hoover Dam. The old road through 
the Hoover Dam is still accessible and is entirely used 
for tourism now. We do a quick pass, grab a few photos 
and then head back out to Boulder City for a late lunch. 
Then it's time to drop the bike back at Las Vegas and 
catch the shuttle bus to the airport. EJII 
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Proudly Australian made since 1995 ‘ 



TURN ROUGH 
TRACKS INTO 

HIGHWAYS 


NEW MSCMOTO BILLET 
EXEL FOOTPEGS 


Get an EXEL size grip under your feet with 
Australia's largest footpeg! 

Featuring a HUGE 105mm x 60mm + an extra 
45 degree heel grip pad with 20x stainless studs. 
Constructed from special 7000 series aluminium 
directly sourced from the aerospace industry. 

Incredibly comfortable for trailriding and massive 
gains in stability for desert racing applications. 

AVAILABLE FOR 

KTM - HUSQVARNA - SHERCO - HUSABERG 

more models coming soon 
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1- STOP WHEEL DEFLECTION 

2- REDUCE ARM PUMP 

3- NO MORE HEADSHAKE 

4- TOP AND DOWNUNDER 
MOUNT KITS 

5- 100% AUSTRALIAN MADE 


from $497 

Delivered 

Available for most popular motorcycles 
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read more or to order visit call for advice e-mail us 

www.mscmoto.com 02 4374 1655 info@mscmoto.com 






THE HUSKY 125 RECEIVED A MAJOR OVERHAUL IN 2016 SO NO BIG CHANGES 
WERE EXPECTED FOR THIS YEAR. IT DIDN’T GO UNALTERED, THOUGH - A FEW 
UPDATES AND THE ALL-NEW WP AER FORK JUST SWEETENED THE PACKAGE 
THAT LITTLE BIT MORE 


WORDS SHANE BOOTH PHOTOGRAPHY MATT BERNARD 
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T he Husqvarna TC 125 and its orange cousin are 
the only two 125cc motocross bikes to have 
had any updates in recent times. Only last 
year did the both of them receive a complete 
overhaul, something relatively unheard of for two- 
strokes these days. 

So, for 2017 the Husky still benefits from some 
Austrian updates, the most valuable being the addition 
of the all-new WP 48mm AER fork. There are several 
other new bits but I’ll get to those later. The game 
changer here is the fork and with that you have yourself 
a 125cc two-stroke that’s pretty tough to fault. 


WHAT’S NEW? 

As I mentioned, the WP air fork is a welcome addition. 
The rear brake pedal is 10mm longer, the carby is now 
a 38mm Mikuni unit, the top handlebar mount is now 
one piece and the bike gets some ODi lock-on grips. It’s 
a relatively short list of updates for a bike that does feel 
improved over the previous model, again thanks mostly 
to the new forks. 


THE SUSPENSION 

The addition of the WP 48mm AER forks has done 
wonders for the Husky range of motocross bikes and 
the 125 is no exception. The forks seem to work spot 
on with the steel-framed Huskys and their action is 
plush and confidence inspiring. When you get the air 
pressure correct for yourself you’ll find you can back 
off the compression a little to increase the plushness 


THE ADDITION OF THE WP 48MM AER FORKS 
HAS DONE WONDERS FOR THE HUSKY 
RANGE OF MOTOCROSS BIKES 
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> The all new M2R developed X-HALO SHIELD™ 
(Potent Pending) material changes at a molecular 
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without sacrificing bottoming resistance too much. 

I found the forks to work well at 130psi with the 
compression at 16 clicks out. 

I love the way this bike turns and handles, although 
more than anything it’s probably due to the fact it’s a 
125 and it’s so light and feels so nimble. 125s don’t have 
much mass turning underneath you and you forget it 
until you ride one again. The ease of adjustment that 
comes with air forks is great, too, especially when you 
have only one chamber to monitor. 

Be aware though that you should check the fork 
air pressure before every moto as they are sensitive 
to temperature changes. If you check it early in the 
morning and you have a temperature increase of 10 or 
so degrees, for example, you’ll see quite a change. It’s 
not hard to do; just remember to stay on it. 

The rear shock matches up well and the bike feels 
balanced. I wound some compression into it so that it 
just held up a little and matched up with the increased 
fork air pressure better but in the long run I’d go up 
a spring rate. Overall, the package with the new fork 
works very well and wipes away the big black mark the 
2016 models had with the 4CS fork. 

THE ENGINE 

The biggest change here is the new Mikuni carburetor 
and the reasoning behind the change is mostly due 
to the fact that Husqvarna believes it’s easier to get a 
setting and will less likely to need rejetting if a cloud 
blows over. Our test bike had already been jetted with a 
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ITS STRENGTH IS IN THE MIDRANGE 

TO TOP END BUT ITS NO SLOUCH 

OFF THE BOTTOM 



2017 HUSQVARNA TC 
125CC SPECS 

■ Displacement: 124.8 cm 3 

■ Bore: 54mm 

■ Stroke: 54.5mm 

■ Starter: Kickstarter 

■ Transmission: 6-speed 

■ Secondary gear ratio: 13:50 

■ Clutch: Magura hydraulic 
Frame: Chromoly steel central- 

tube frame 

■ Front suspension: WP-USD, AER 
48, 048mm 

■ Rear suspension: WP shock 
absorber with linkage 

■ Suspension travel: front 310mm; 
rear 300mm 

■ Front brake: Brembo twin-piston 
floating caliper, brake disc 

■ Rear brake: Brembo single-piston 
floating caliper, brake disc 

■ Front brake disc: 260mm 

■ Rear brake disc: 220mm 

■ Steering head angle: 63.9° 

■ Wheelbase: 1485 +/-10mm 

■ Ground clearance: 375mm 

■ Seat height: 960mm 

■ Tank capacity: 7L (approx) 

■ Weight without fuel: 87.4kg 


spec from Husqvarna Australia. This is what was 
in there: 44-74 needle with the clip in the second 
position, a 470 main jet and a 42.5 pilot - a slightly 
leaner overall setting that seemed to work very well 
with just pump fuel. 

The bike was crisp and responsive. This new- 
generation 125cc engine is most impressive in that the 
power actually has some broadness to it - for a 125, 
anyway. Its strength is in the midrange to top end but it’s 
no slouch off the bottom, either. From what I’ve heard, 
if you open up the airbox slightly with some additional 
venting the bottom end comes to life a little more. 

Though the standard gearing felt fine to me, if I were 
racing this bike I’d be interested to try some other 
settings. Maybe an additional tooth or two on the rear 
sprocket would have you almost eliminate the use of 
first and second gear other than for the tightest of turns 
- not a bad thing on a 125. The power you have to work 
with would make for some interesting testing. 


EURO COMPONENTS 

There’s one thing you can’t argue about in the 
current range of Husqvarnas and that’s the level of 
componentry. The Magura hydraulic clutch gives great 
feel and is self-adjusting, so no need to wind out free 
play if you’re riding the clutch a little mid moto. The 
Brembo brakes are second to none and have always 
been a highlight of the European bikes. The addition of 
the ODi lock-on grips is a nice touch; the compound is 
comfortable and soft and they are a premium product 
that makes changing grips an easy task - albeit once 
you have a #15 Torx tool in your toolbox. 
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HUSQVARNAS AND 
THAT’S THE LEVEL OF 
COMPONENTRY 

LIGHT & COMFORTABLE 

Gone are the days of the full-on Euro bike feel - the 
TC 125 is a comfortable bike to sit on and everything 
feels like it’s in a good place. The Huskys’ seat 
has some serious traction to it; it’s an aggressive, 
functional design but by far the most aggressive of all 
manufacturers. Not a bad thing, but if you’re doing a 
lot of riding your backside will let you know about it for 
a few days after. Another great 125 trait is how light it 
feels. It’s just a refreshing change when you ride one; 
you can really just place the bike where you want when 
you want. It really is a lot of fun. 

THE WRAP 

I just wish I was racing 125s again. This would have 
been such a fun bike to race on a supercross track - 
and in motocross, for that matter. I really hope other 
manufacturers realise the value of 125cc bikes in 
motocross and follow suit with Husqvarna and KTM 
and pour some development into this class. There’s no 
doubt this bike, along with its orange brother, is the pick 
of the bunch in the 125cc class and with the new fork 
it’s tough to fault in any major way. If I’m racing a 125 in 
2017 I’d like it to be white or orange, that’s for sur e.EJII 
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RND 1 - APRIL 1 st/2nd 
COOMA OFF ROAD CLUB 

RND 2 - MAY 6th/7th 
ACT MOTORCYCLE CLUB 

RND 3 - JUNE 10th/1 1th 
MACARTHUR DISTRICT MCS 

RND 4 - JULY 29th/ 30th 
FAR SOUTH COAST IMCC 

RND 5 - AUG 1 9th/20th 
GOULBURN MCC 

RND 6 -SEPT 16th/ 17th 
NOWRA MCC 
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YAMAHA YXZ1000 LAUNCH 
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S o we get an invite to a launch, which is 

usually a happy occasion: a chance to catch 
up with industry folk, ride a bike in the 
dirt and maybe, just maybe, have a beer 
somewhere among the proceedings. 

But this invitation was different - there was no 
bike in the picture. It was ... a quad? No, not a quad 
or an ATV as such. It’s got four wheels as well as a 
steering wheel and this caused me to pause. I put my 
excitement on hold. I have something with four wheels 
and a steering wheel and it’s called a Holden Rodeo. 
And it’s a mammoth shitbox, too. Why would I want to 
attend this launch? 

Upon a search for more information I found that 
Yamaha was inviting me to the launch of the new 
YXZ1000R SS SE and two things got my attention. One 
was the fact that it looks wicked, like a giant insect from 
Hell. And it has a lOOOcc engine. A thousand ccs, folks! 
It’s hard to pass up having a crack at anything on the 
dirt that’s running lOOOcc. And it has paddle shift. 

I accepted the invite and this is what went down. 

WHAT IS IT? 

With no real idea what gear to pack for riding/driving 
the YXZ, I headed to the airport to make my way to the 
launch in Canberra. Should I dress like a farmer or like 
Antonio Cairoli? I had no idea so I went half-and-half. 

Have you ever flown Rex? Anyone who has would 
be intimately familiar with the way they delay 
departure so much you end up spending more time 
with them than you do with a first cousin. It’s a good 
thing those regional departure lounges are so opulent 
(please note the deep sarcasm). 
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At the press briefing we were introduced to the special 
guests from America, Jason and his wife Corry Weller. 
Jason and Corry both race YXZs and also build them into 
race weapons for the healthy four-wheeler market in the 
States. Along with Aussies Dan McKenzie, Jake Williams 
and the great Stephen Gall, we were in good hands and 
would be shown how to pilot these things the right way 
- which is not into a tree or onto their roofs. 

The YXZ1000R SS is an ROV (recreational offroad 
vehicle). It has at its heart a three-cylinder 998cc engine 
taken from a Yamaha snowmobile and mated to the 
unique paddle shift and five-speed gearbox (selectable 
2WD or 4WD and diff lock) - plus auto clutch, which is 
really the game changer here. 

While the competition uses CVT transmissions, the 
Yamaha is a manual but without a clutch or gear stick. 
This makes it more versatile and, given you can shift 


THAT MORNING I HAD MY DOUBTS AS TO 
WHETHER THIS WAS SOMETHING WORTH 
DOING. IT WAS A MASSIVE TURNAROUND TO 
WONDERING IF MY SISTER WOULD ALLOW ME 
TO CUT IN A TRACK ON HER PROPERTY 


Our final task was to take flying laps with Jason, Corry 
and Gaily. With the journos as passengers the pros punted 
around the moto and flat tracks at full noise and, believe 
me, this was some epic shit. Not only did it highlight how 
good these guys are at speed but it showed just what 
the YXZ can take in stock trim. It left me wanting more. 
Way more. I could’ve cut laps for hours on any of the 
tracks. Even though just that morning I’d had my doubts 
as to whether this was worth doing, it was a massive 
turnaround to wondering if my sister would allow me to 
cut in a track on her property. (She said no, by the way.) 

The YXZ1000R SS SE is an impressive machine on so 
many levels. It allowed a muppet like me to feel I could 
give it some while the good guys could take the same 
stock unit and throw down epic lap after epic lap well 
beyond my capabilities. All the while, it still retains its off- 
the-charts fun factor. It feels safe and is chock full of cool 
tech. It ticks so many boxes. 

The YXZ1000R starts at $32,999 RRP (inc GST) and for 
that you’ll get a reliable, smart, capable, fast and stupidly 
fun vehicle. And if you get a chance, YouTube King of the 
Hammers and have a look at what Jason Weller gets up to 
in these things. It’s just not sensible. EJII 


at any point in the revs without taking a hand off the 
steering wheel and it has launch control, it’s also a 
racer’s dream. 

The bouncing-up-and-down part is handled by Fox 
2.5 Podium shocks that were developed specifically for 
the Yamaha. This part of the buggy is pretty foreign to 
a dirtbike guy. The flogging it cops is ridiculous but the 
performance is mind blowing. 


DRIVE TIME 

We first took a lap each as passengers with Corry on the 
motocross track, Jake in the bush loop and Gaily on the 
flat track at about 70 per cent pace. Even at that speed, 
the Yamaha was impressive but it really was nothing and 
we were yet to appreciate just how hard they could go. 

Once we got an opportunity to drive them the whole 
concept became clearer and it started to shine through 
just how brilliant they are. But what really stood out was 
just how much straight-up fun they are. Our instructors 
gave us some great advice and with just the smallest 
amount of knowledge you can work up a smile and a 
slight obsession with getting lines right and improving 
your lap times. 
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FEATURE: 

USA DIARY 







DIARY OF WHAT WAS 
ARGUABLY THE TRIP OF 
A LIFETIME FOR TWO 
YOUNG AUSSIE RACERS, 
BAYLEY CLANCY AND 
MASON ROWE 


STORY & PHOTOGRAPHY SHANE BOOTH 


THIS IS THE PICTURE 
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THE RUNDOWN 

This trip came together following the involvement Chris 
Urquhart and I had with the Ricky Carmichael University 
trip to Australia about 18 months ago. We offered up an 
opportunity to Aussie riders and had Bayley Clancy and 
Mason Rowe commit to the trip. It involved spending 
a week at the GOAT Farm, which is Ricky Carmichael’s 
personal riding facility, followed by spectating at Daytona 
Supercross and then racing the Ricky Carmichael 
amateur supercross at the famous location. Here is the 
trip played out in pics. 
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Mason Rowe (left) and 
Bayley Clancy ready to roll 
at the GOAT Farm 
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MXGP of Spain 


Tierney Extends M! 
Championship]^ 


FOR EXCLUSIVE OFFERS 
AND LATEST NEWS 
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Crazy to think I’m just 
chillin’ with RC and Jeff 
Emig between sessions 
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GET THE LATEST NEWS BEFORE YOUR MATES 




2017 CBR60ORR arrives 
Down Under 


Indian reveal 2017 
model range 


R3 Cup prize pool 
announced 


Victory Motorcycles 
shock closure 1 

2017 Triumph RAT Rally 


MY17 Suzuki Hayabusa 

IWW auathhlo in 07 


2017 CBR6Q0RR arrives Down Under 


□nanoi 




O/STOPSMIDSY __ 


HEWS 

JOUHNEYS 

GEAR 

BIKE 

BLOG 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION 

SIGN-UP IO ENEW5 

MARKETPLACE j 


I 2017 Harley-Davidson Road King Special 

BYAKUD RIDER CQNTfiliUTM ON FEWfcJjUfY ID. 2017 


I Riders to takl 


BYG*KlEECH ON FEEHU4 


SSiSSSSSSSffi 


Find the latest news, articles, bike reviews, and read about epic journeys 
and travel adventures online on your tablet, phone or PC. 


ROADRIDERXOMM 
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Was great to spin some 
laps on a familiar bike, 
Fro’s FC450 
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The view from the 
grandstand is epic. 

It’s only recently been 
upgraded and holds over 
100,000 spectators 
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Debrief time with 
Ryan Dungey, Roger 
DeCoster and the Red 
Bull KTM team 
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Pretty cool place for 
riders briefing: Daytona 
Victory Lane 


Mason all set to go 


Good to catch up 
with Burnei^^^ 
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Thanks to a stopover in LA we 
had enough time to go visit the 
Fox Racing HQ. Cool place! 
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GENERATION 2.0 REMOVABLE INDICATORS ARE HERE 


3D LENS OPTICS 


PREMIUM QUALITY 
PHILIPS LEDs 


VIBRATION-PROOF 

COMPONENTS 




SEAMLESS 

ULTRA-SONIC SEALED LENS 


/ 



CLICKnRIDE QUICK 
RELEASE BAYONNET 
(REVERSE COMPATIBLE 
WITH ORIGINAL SOCKET] 



U ' 

*'Qi — NEW MOISTURE, MUD 
& DUST GUARD 
(REVERSE COMPATIBLE 
WITH ORIGINAL LIGHT) 

O EASY-FIT 

SOCKET 




“NEVER SMASH yOUR LIGHTS AGAIN WHILE BUSH BASHING!” 


GENERATION 2 design - built tougher with higher quality components and materials, 
more functionality, and a sleek new exterior design. Click ‘em out in seconds when off-road 
then simply plug them back in when you hit the highway for a safe, hassle-free ride. 



AVAILABLE NOW AT YOUR LOCAL BIKE SHOP great I 

Check website for stockists - www.clicknride.com.au Tradeenq o u 2 r 6457 i 328 S ■ 
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FEATURE: 

2017 KTM 250 EXC-F 



The WR200 was more of a race bike. It weighed 
102kg and developed 27hp or 20.6kW at 
7000rpm. It wasn’t what you’d call a killer bot 
but had the knack in the right hands of flogging 
larger, faster equipment, especially in tight stuff 
where huge power was pointless 










GEOFF UDY’S SHED IS 
HOME TO THE BIKES THAT 
HISTORY HAS FORGOTTEN 

WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY 
BARRY CRASHITFIRST 

G eoffrey Udy is farting about. 

Not seriously, like cataloguing or anything 
- more like ferreting through the tangled 
mess that not even he calls a motorcycle 
collection, though that’s what it is. 

Every now and then he sips from a pint mug of 
Louise’s coffee and mumbles a memory. In the crazy old 
shed, bikes, trikes and spikes are everywhere. Old road 
and dirtbikes share space with a Can-Am Spyder, which 
Geoff sold to someone then bought back “because I 
like it”. There are Yamaha jetskis, the remains of several 
boats, powered and unpowered, and out in the yard a 
scraggly bunch of farming utensils I can’t put a name to, 
all lying quietly in the dust-coated apocalypse. 

Geoff picks a loose front end from the general 
carnage, wheel still attached, and tells me how well the 
particular component performed when it was part of a 
motorcycle. I believe him because I’ve known Geoff for a 
long time and I know what a hard man he was back in the 
days when he and his mate Shane Litzow terrorised the 
Queensland dirt-racing scene. They thought nothing of 
driving from Brisbane to Weipa for the Croc Run or Alice 
Springs for the Finke Desert Race back then and much of 
what rests in the old shed speaks of those experiences. 

They weren’t scared of mucking about with the 
manufacturer’s precious spec, either. Mr Udy was 


C - ^ , f 
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EVERYTHING WE ENJOY IN 
DIRTBIKES TODAY CAN BE 

TRACED TO THE DT-1, THE 
DADDY OF ’EM ALL 


famous, even infamous, in some circles for hacking 
dirtbikes and ATVs to improve their performance. Shane 
“Wilbur” Litzow wasn’t shy about it either. He once 
whacked a Yamaha DR200R engine in a YZ125 frame and 
swore later it was one of the best race bikes he’d ever 
had. And maybe it was. Wilbur finished third in class in 
the Finke on the “DZ200” in 1988, having designed and 
fitted his own premix tank, run the standard carby and 
airbox and ridden the last 10 kays with a flat tyre. 

All these prized possessions of Udy’s, which for all 
I know might include the lost DZ200, if not exactly 
stored are certainly lying about in a riot of odd angles 
waiting for the man to do a bit more sorting and a little 
less ferreting. 

And, of course, within the collection are several 
worthwhile items. Two that catch my eye are both 
Yamahas from the good old days when oil injection 
was a big deal, the idea of a dirtbike worth $10,000 was 
laughable, only Yamaha’s Skunk Works knew what an 
upside-down fork was, footpegs were not much wider 
than clothes pegs and pillion pegs were even narrower. 

The first of these bikes to tempt my camera was a 
DT230 Lanzer, the second a WR200. Despite the faintly 
Mediterranean name, the Lanzer is a member of an 
illustrious Japanese family and great-great grandson 
of the famous 246cc DTI, the Yamaha that kicked off 
the dirtbike craze in the US in 1968 with a retail price 
of $US800. 

The likes of Bultaco and Husqvarna had been fiddling 
about with dirtbikes for the US market for some time, 
but when the DT-1 dropped out of the sky everything 
went crazy. The bike sold its head off and everything we 
enjoy in dirtbikes today can be traced to the DT-1, the 
daddy of ’em all. 
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FULL KIT INCLUDES: 

■ CAMS Approved Bolt On Roll Cage ■ Race Seats ■ 6pt Magnum Hans Harnesses 
■ Seat Frames & Rails ■ Aluminium Roof ■ Window Nets ■ Mirrors ■ Tow Loops 

■ Wiring Loom with Brake/Dust Lights & Isolator Switch ■ Competition Stickers 

BOLT ON BASH PLATES, NERF BARS & NUDGE BAR ALSO AVAILABLE 


V* 03 5335 8000 ^ info@bboffroad.com.au 

bboffroad.com.au 





But back to the Lanzer. The model was launched in 
2009 with the DT230L, which by 2001 had become the 
DT230N with traction control. It was well thought of 
mainly because it was light (121kg), manoeuvrable and 
had zippy performance. 

Like the DT-1, the DT230 was more a dual-purpose 
bike than a full-on dirtbike and could make the transition 
from bitumen to dirt without much drama if you knew 
what you were doing. It sold with moderate success 
in Australia but had no bragging rights whatsoever 
compared with the mighty little DT200L and DT200RK. 
(These bikes were so popular they remained on the 
market from 1984 to 1998. They also won the Up To 
200cc Class all over the place, including the Weipa Croc 
Run and the Queensland Enduro and the Pony Express 
Series. A DT200 was $2199 in 1984 and $5899 in 1998. 

The 224cc Lanzer had a liquid-cooled two-stroke 
engine, CDI ignition, a carby and a six-speed gearbox. 


It was more road oriented than the DT200L with softer 
suspension, electric start and auto premix, which meant 
you needn’t add measured amounts of two-stroke oil to 
the fuel, merely top up the premix tank. 

It was a nice little bike to ride, with easy power and a 
single disc brake on each wheel. It wasn’t designed for 
a pillion, though, proof being the miniscule footpegs 
attached to the rear subframe. In 1999, a brand-new 
Lanzer would have set you back $6999. 


WHAT’S A WR? 

Udy and Litzow raced WR200s for two to three years. 
Shane campaigned one the year of its introduction 
and found it very competitive, despite it having a 
double-skin exhaust system that weighed as much as a 
Kelvinator. The model started out as the unregistrable 
WR200RD in 1992 ($5680) and by 1996 had become the 
registerable WR200RH ($7749). 
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YOU CAN DO THAT 

WHEN YOU’RE 
STEFAN MERRIMAN 

We don’t know what Stefan Merriman thought of the 
WR but he won his class in the 1998 Australian 4 Day 
Enduro on one in Gympie, Queensland. It wasn’t a factory 
WR but a second-hand unit - a trade-in. All Stefan did 
was change the oil and fit new tyres, a new chain and 
sprockets, then went out and creamed the class in a 
tough slog that forced many unhydrated competitors to 
withdraw with heat exhaustion. You can do that when 
you’re Stefan Merriman. 

Udy remembers the WR with affection. “There wasn’t 
anything really special about it,” he says. “It was just a 
great little package with no real weaknesses. If you put 
your ego in your pocket, you could round up bigger bikes 
with much more power because the WR200 was easy to 
ride and did everything with no effort. 

“It was certainly better to ride in technical stuff where 
most riders couldn’t use all the power the larger bikes 
had. The WR had broad, smooth power that was easy to 
manage and pretty good suspension as well.” 

It was also quiet - perhaps too quiet. Udy says he 
developed a riding technique for the WR that involved 
“holding it on and using the horn” because the rider about 
to be passed couldn’t hear a WR coming up behind him. 

Gone are the days when bikes were as cheap, as 
uncomplicated or as enjoyable to ride as that one. And they 
were all two-strokes, the lot of them. Once upon a time you 
could have bought five DT200s for the price of one 2017 
450. Now we ride 100kg, 60hp, 450cc four-strokes that’ll 
chew the skin off $13,000. And so it goes .EJII 
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T he Clipsal 500 plays host to the opening 

round of Australia’s number-one car-racing 
championship, making it one of the biggest 
rounds of the V8 Supercars Championship. 
Over recent years, the addition of the TrAction Zone 
has offered race fans a host of off-track entertainment 
between the main V8 Supercar action and provides 
companies outside of the car-racing world with a great 
chance to introduce themselves to a large number of 
general motorsport enthusiasts. 

One company with deep roots in the motorcycle 
world has taken full advantage of the wide cross-section 
of sports fans that pass through the gates every year. 
Honda Motorcycles Australia hosts a massive display of 
its current road and off-road bikes in a safe environment 
for youngsters to try their hand at riding, for the first 
time, a fleet of Honda CRF50s. 

We caught up with Glyn Griffiths, Honda Australia’s 
brand and motorsports manager from the motorcycles 
division, for a quick chat about the company’s 
involvement alongside one of Australia’s biggest 
annual sporting events. 

Why did Honda Motorcycles along with Honda 
Power Equipment decide to get involved with the 
Clipsal 500? 


We entered into an arrangement with Clipsal 500 
about three years ago; we wanted to reach out to a 
new audience to showcase our product. We know that 
V8 fans engage with motorcycles and wanted to tap 
into an event where the attendance was high and there 
was plenty of opportunity to engage with potential 
customers through activations. 

What are the main benefits to Honda to having a 
display at an event like the Clipsal 500? 

The main benefit is brand awareness for Honda [with] a 
huge audience, engaging with new customers and the 
ability to reach so many people. 

What types of products are on offer for 
spectators to look at and get to know more about 
at the event? 

We have a range of motorcycles, power equipment 
and marine products on display. We also encourage 
our business partners that support our race teams to 
have displays. 

Along with the display there was also an 
opportunity for young riders to have their 
first opportunity to ride a Honda CRF50. How 
important is it to be able to give young riders the 


opportunity to ride a bike for the first time and 
what’s involved in setting that opportunity up? 

We love to see the young kids have a ride for the first 
time and we have Honda CRF50s on offer with qualified 
coaches. This allows them an opportunity that they 
may not get anywhere else. It’s always an extremely 
popular engagement with the kids and parents. We 
don’t push the sales side as it’s a genuine belief that we 
need to encourage the young ones to gain an interest 
in motorcycling and to show how it can be done in a fun 
and safe environment. 

Outside of the main Honda display and junior 
ride area, Honda was well represented with 
the Showtime FMX freestyle display and also 
supported the SuperEnduro-X Event along with a 
number of riders. How rewarding is it as the brand 
manager to see the Honda brand displayed in such 
a variety of ways in front of a potential crowd of 
around 250,000 people over four days? 

It’s very rewarding to see our product being used in 
so many ways and to bring so much enjoyment to so 
many people. The event is really well run and allows 
for so much activity to be going on that we have the 
opportunity to entertain and engage with so many 
people to showcase our product. 

Has the addition of the SuperEnduro-X running 
next to the Honda display been a positive one in 
terms of junior riders having the chance to ride for 
the first time, or people in general being able to 
see and touch your products then walk next door 
and see a selection of products in action? Not only 
that, but also for the kids the opportunity to see 
what’s possible on two wheels? 

It’s very positive to have the SuperEnduro-X, Showtime 
FMX and our area all close together. From an 
entertainment point of view, it keeps people in our area 
to watch all the action and then from a branding point 
of view, it shows the strength of our products being 
used for many different activities. 

Finally, when the action has quietened down we 
have a static display area for people to enjoy, so it 
works really well to have all of these activities located 
closely together. EJII 
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REASONS WE LOVE 


RICKY CARMICHAEL 


01 

'///////////s 


RC won his first 
outdoor title in 
1997. He retired 10 
years later having 
won every outdoor 
season he competed 
in from start to finish. 


os 

'///////////s 


Amid some doubt from sceptics who 
said he crashed too much and wasn’t 
fit, he announced himself as a true 
champion by beating Jeremy McGrath 
for the 2001 Supercross title. He took 13 
from 15 wins that year and would go on 
to take five SX titles against some of the 
toughest competition ever. 



04 

'///////////s 


In his final part-time year in 2007 he 
was still the fastest rider on the track. 
He won six overalls from the six races 
he contested and finished his career 
with an insane 150 wins. He also won 
the last race he ever entered, the 
Motocross des Nations in Budds Creek. 


05 

< Y//////////J 


The time in 2005 
when James 
Stewart landed 
on RC at Unadilla 
was one of the 
most memorable 
moments in one of 
the greatest races 
of all time — and 
it highlighted just 
how tough RC was. 




Not only did RC win 
24 motos in a row in 
2002 — his first year on 
Honda — but he did the 
same in his final year on 
a Honda in 2004. This 
was also his first year 
on a four-stroke. 
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YAMAHA JUNIOR 
DEVELOPMENT TEAM 


WORDS AARYN MINERDS 


Y amaha Australia has arguably the strongest 
and longest-running junior development 
program in Australian motocross. 

With dedicated junior teams in each state led 
by experienced coaches and past champions of the sport, 
selection as part of a state-based Yamaha junior squad is 
highly sought after and certainly gives young riders a big 
leg up in the world of motocross and supercross. 

With the concept originally starting with Glenn 
Macdonald back in 2000-2001, the program has 
morphed into a national success story, paving the way 
for riders to develop from the state-based teams into 
a potential ride with the national Yamalube Yamaha 
Racing Under 19s team and onwards to Yamaha’s 
senior national-backed teams with Serco Yamaha, 

DPH Motosports and the highly accomplished CDR 
Yamaha team. 

We caught up with Yamaha’s national Under 19s 
team manager and Queensland Yamaha Junior team 
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boss Scott Bishop to get more of an insight on how 
the program works, the type of rider selected onto the 
state-based teams, the support provided and what’s 
expected from a team rider. 

First of all, Scott, how, when and where did the 
Yamaha junior program come to life? 

The Yamaha Junior Development Team concept started 
in the year 2000 when Glenn Macdonald got together 
with Yamaha in Victoria to start a junior program. It 
was up and running in 2001 with four riders, one being 
Kade Mosig. 

Coincidentally, a similar thing started in Queensland 
at the same time. It was completely independent of 
the Victorian team and had Ford Dale as its star rider. 
Stephen Gall had some involvement here and again it 
was a four-rider team with some outside sponsorship. 

But it wasn’t until the end of 2005 when Yamaha 
decided to make it a national program with SA [and] 
NSW joining and some managers put in place to assist 
with sponsors and rider development and everyone was 
on the same page. So, 2017 is the 12th year of Yamaha 
Junior Racing and the program continues to grow. 

What’s the main benefit of having a state-based 
team with an experienced coach and former rider 
to guide riders through their junior racing days? 

Having a state-based team was a way to enable us to 
have a more hands-on role with the development of 
riders instead of just handing them a bike along with 
some product and saying, “Now, come back and talk to 
us at the end of the year.” It put Yamaha in a position 
to be more serious about taking on a role to develop a 
rider from a young age. It was designed to give riders 
more mentoring and teach them some of the ins and 
outs of the industry both on and off the track. 

Looking at the teams across the states, they 
vary in the number of riders and the age of those 
riders from year to year. How are riders selected 
to be on each team? 

The managers put in place in each state are 
experienced motorcycle people, be they from a racing, 
coaching and even a management background, but all 
have a national-level racing background. 

From their experience they all have an eye for talent, 
so in large part the riders on each state team are 
selected by the individual state manager. In general, 
most riders start with the state-based teams in the 
85cc class at nine or 10 years of age, though there 
have been times where riders are brought on in the 
65cc age group. 

What type of support do the riders receive? Does the 
support grow the longer they stay with the team or 
is the support the same from day one as it is when 
they race their final year on the junior team? 

Riders are rewarded as they go. You can’t hand a 
nine-year-old three bikes, 10 sets of gear and 20 
sets of tyres in their first year or there’s no reason 
or motivation for the rider to improve. At the age 
of nine or 10, a rider comes in and you try to guide 
them while keeping them within their parental unit, 
help them through their race days and build their 
relationship with them. 

What are some of the major benefits for a rider 
being on a state-based team? 

First up, for a young rider the product support is 
huge with bikes, gear and a lot of product in place. 

It does take a large part of the financial burden off 
the rider’s family. [Also], being surrounded by people 


with a high level of racing experience there to assist 
and guide you in the direction that you want to go. If 
there’s a question you have, there’s a direct answer. 

It takes a lot of the guesswork out of a young rider’s 
development and he or she has someone who’s been 
there and been in the same or similar situations before 
and knows what does and doesn’t work. The hands-on 
development is probably the biggest benefit from a 
riding point of view. 

What are the expectations of the riders both on and 
off the track? 

Results are great but they’re not the be-all and end-all. 
When we select a young rider we’re not going out to 
pick up 10 Ken Roczens and pick a bag of junior titles, 
especially when you’re looking at the younger riders. 
The expectations are for riders to present themselves 
well, communicate well and respect the products and 
the people that are supporting you. From there as the 
rider progresses it’s about the riding - becoming a 
better rider and racer. 

The riders selected are generally riders with good 
results and the main goal in the first 12 months is for 
them to be a better rider than when they first come 
onto the team. For the most part, if you look at the 
history of the state Yamaha teams, that’s what happens 
and is the reason why you don’t see a large turnover in 
junior riders. It’s about continuing to help them grow 
with continued support. 

Yamaha also has a very well-structured national race 
presence in Australia starting with the national Under 


19s team, the MX/SX2 Serco Yamaha team, the MX/SX1 
CDR Yamaha team and now the DPH Motosports team 
giving riders the opportunity to continue to progress 
with Yamaha after the junior career is finished. 

How successful has that transition from junior 
state rider to national level senior rider been 
over the years? 

The results of the program have certainly showed that 
there’s a natural progression from being on a state- 
based team before moving up on to the national Under 
19s team and beyond with the factory-supported Serco 
Yamaha, DPH Yamaha and CDR Yamaha teams. 

Last year’s national MX2 champion Jed Beaton come 
through the program with the junior Victorian team 
before moving up to the national team to race the MXD 
class. He then spent a season at Serco before capturing 
the senior national championship with Yamaha on the 
DPH Motorsport team. 

Wilson Todd is now on that same path and there have 
been a lot of riders before them who’ve taken the same 
path over the years. Young Hunter Lawrence was on 
that same path before being picked up to race overseas 
after his results at the world junior championships 
aboard a Yamaha YZ125. 

History has shown that a rider who starts with one 
of our junior state teams and continues to progress 
as a racer on-track, along with showing respect and 
growth off-track, will progress all the way through to 
having some great opportunities at the national senior 
level and beyond. EJII 




HONDA CRF50F 


■ Inverted telescopic fork offers a plush 
89mm of suspension travel 

■ Dependable 49cc SOHC four-stroke engine 
develops smooth, easy-to-use power 

■ Maintenance-free CD ignition & automatic 
cam-chain tensioner 

■ CRF®-R-inspired bodywork 

■ Narrow 109mm wide CR®-type seat, slim 
fuel tank & extra-low 548mm seat height 
provide excellent comfort & mobility for a 
broad range of young riders 

■ $2199 




106 DIRT ACTION 






OAKLEY XS O-FRAME HERITAGE 
RACER ORANGE KIDS GOGGLES 


■ Flexibility even in extreme cold via urethane 
frame construction 

■ Glare reduction & tuned light transmission of Iridium® 
lens coating (optional) 

■ Comfortable & secure fit of wide, adjustable elastic strap 

■ Minimised reflective glare via interior surface texturing 

■ Convenience of 2-pin attachment system for tear-offs 

■ Comfort & fit of triple-layer face foam 

■ Scratch resistance & optical clarity of Lexan® lens material 

■ Secure & stable fit via silicon lining on inside of strap 

■ $ 49.95 




■ Moulded cross-link bio-foam interior serves as a shock- 
absorbing barrier 

■ Moulded polycarbonate front plate provides impact, 
abrasion & puncture protection 

■ Fully adjustable fit to provide protection for riders of all sizes 

■ Neck brace compatible design 

■ $ 99.95 


■ 3D HEX WEAVE™. Optimised for maximum ventilation, 
innovative 3D HEX WEAVE is designed to bring the cool air in & 
leave the dust behind. Ride fast, stay cool, stay clean 

■ MINIMAL MAXIMISED. Simplicity often goes unnoticed, which 
is exactly the point. Comprised & designed with fewer seams 
means fewer pinch points to minimise that ride-altering chafe 

■ HYBRID RAGLAN SLEEVE. The dual-panel design delivers all 
the comfort & mobility of a standard raglan-style sleeve with 
the addition of underarm vented panels that extend from your 
wrists to your pits 

■ BACK VENTING. The FUSE Air™ has your back. Fully perforated 
athletic mesh & 100% moisture-wicking material keeps you 
cool and dry all moto long 

■ THREE-QUARTER COLLAR. Fewer seams, more comfort - that’s 
the concept behind the all-new Three-Quarter Collar. Optimal 
stretch & maximum comfort for a care-free ride 

■ $ 74.95 


Patented ODS (Omni-Directional Suspension) technology 
Shell: a proprietary woven blend of advanced aerospace 
carbon-fibre, composite fibreglass & Kevlar 
New PC Halo improves durability of inner EPS liner & 
overall performance 

Air-flow management: 4 intake ports, 13 transfer ports & 4 
aggressive exhaust ports 

Comfort liner: genuine CoolMax™ anti-bacterial fabric 
Emergency-release cheek pads 

$599 


YOUTH FUSE AIR DAZZ FLO ORANGE/WHITE JERSEY 


6D ATR-1 YOUTH HORNET ORANGE HELMET 


EVSRV4 KIDS BODY ARMOUR 












WET WHEELING 

A BIT OF RAIN NEVER HURT — A LOT OF RAIN IS A 

PAIN IN THE ARSE WORDS DAMO PICS HARRY CRASHITFIRST 


s Matt will attest in his report on our project 
KTM 500EXC-F, it’s done not much but piss 
down for the last month. We went from riding 
in 40 degrees to riding in 40mm of slop. What 
happened to summer? I don’t mind getting wet, though; 
in fact, it’s a bit of an obsession. Point me to a puddle 
and I’ll spend an hour playing like a toddler. 

I left the bike with the guys at MSC for a couple of 
weeks so they could take measurements for a steering 
damper, which I’ll be keen to try once it’s popped 
out of their insane machinery. After I picked it up, I 
replaced the front brake disc and pads with a braking 
disc and braking pads from Steve Cramer Products. 
With only a hint of sunshine, I was kitted to go hit the 
trails when I was summoned to the office, which, as 
usual, was a poor substitute for riding. 

I 


The next day, the rains returned but I couldn’t wait 
any longer and we hit the trails. The braking disc has 
a nice feel to it, although I’m not a fan of the GYTR 
brake lever. It’s not the sort of feel under the fingers 
that I like and I’ll be looking to replace that pretty soon 
for something a bit stiffer and with a different profile. 

I might actually go back to the stock lever, which I 
reckon is a bailer. 

If there’s ever a time to be thankful you used the 
Power Tuner and installed the Hollis Map (traction 
map), it’s when it’s wet and slippery. It makes it so 
much easier to control the power and keep traction 
than in stock trim. 

Check out the sidebar for more information on what 
settings you need to run to get the most compliant 
rear-wheel-to-dirt relationship. EJII 
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READY TO 
POWER UP 

CHASING SUN AND POWERPARTS SHOPPING FOR THE 

KTM 500 EXC STORY MATT BERNARD PHOTOGRAPHY KATRINA BERNARD 


R ain, rain, go away! It’s been a frustrating 

month to have a KTM 500 EXC sitting in the 
garage - it’s non-stop bloody rain in Sydney 
of late. Luckily, the trails I frequent have a 
nice sandy base so, when the sun did come out for a 
weekend, it was straight out and into the bush. 

It was all smiles on the 500 EXC for that sunny 
Saturday. Smashing sandy trails and attacking erosion 
mounds, the 500 just eats it up. 

I’ve definitely decided there’s a few things I’d like to 
change to try to make it a little more comfortable. As 
mentioned last month, I’m booked in to visit the guys at 
MCD Racing in Penrith to get the suspension firmed up 
a little and I’m overdue for that now. 

Becoming more comfortable and confident on the 
bike, I’m pushing harder and creating the odd bottom- 
out. The bike turns very well so it will be a juggling act 
to add a firmer feeling without affecting the steering or 
plushness. Luckily, the guys at MCD are wizards! 

While the rain’s been falling I’ve been looking closely 
at the KTM Powerparts catalogue. It’s time to give this 
bike a birthday. Here are five things we’ve spotted in the 
catalogue that we’d like to use on our big Kato. 

MAP SWITCH 

One of the most talked-about features of the KTM 500 
EXC at the world media launch was that the extremely 
powerful bike was equipped with traction control. 

To use this, the Powerparts Map Switch is needed 
and is absolutely 100 per cent at the top of our list 
from the catalogue. 

FACTORY CLUTCH COVER 

The standard cover has a few wear marks on it now but 
by no means does it look scrappy. These factory clutch 
covers from KTM are very, very cool and would look 
trick on the 500 EXC. 

STEP-UP SEAT 

The KTM 500 EXC has some serious poke. When you 
twist the throttle and give it a big squirt it’s easy to slide 
down the bike a little. This seat is of standard height 
but features a step at the rear underneath the gripper 
material. This keeps the standard seat nice and fresh for 
resale as well. 

AKRAPOVIC SLIP ON 

The KTM 500 EXC has more than enough power but 
it would be nice to get a little more bark out of the 
exhaust note, save some weight and maybe add an 
extra bit of excitement to the beast. 

SUPERMOTO SETUP 

I’d really like to have a crack at some supermotard 
riding and events and I think the 500 would be the 
ultimate bike to get into the scene. Being registered, it 
would be nice for a rip up the winding roads around my 


house. It’s a fairly expensive setup but it would be ideal 
to be able to swap between motard and trailbike over a 
couple of beers. 

WHATS NEXT? 

Greg “Hop” Masters has just picked up the KTM 500 
EXC and headed to Louee for a Saturday blast. He’s 
been off the trails for a few months and is excited to get 
onto the beast and spend a day putting it through its 
paces. So, next month, along with our regular update 
clicking into another gear, Hop will take us through his 
day on the KTM across a range of terra i ns . EJII 


■ Follow us @dirtactionmag 
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Kade mosig 


PHOTO DAMIEN ASHENHURST m 

> ' t ■ 
Kade is one of those riders you’d like to be just for a day on the track. 

His aggression, style and all-round skill set are enviable and to top it * 

off he’s not a complete knob jockey - he’s a good dude. Now thafche’s 

v^ith the DPH Yamaha team this could be the truly big year he’s been 

waiting for. Kade has every tool he needs to win and the team has shown 

it can produce tjne goods on race day. Nothing’s easy at that end of the * 

motocross track and there will be no letting Up in 2017, but a heap of fans 

will be stored to see this guy take the top step throughout the series. 
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AUSTRALIAN MOTORCYCLE 


□PEN TO 
THE PUBLIC 

7 DAYS 

WE DELIVER 
AUSTRALIA WIDE 


CLEARANCE WAREHOUSE 


r M2R 
AXXIS 
ADULT 
COMBO, 

PANTS & 
JERSEY 


f M2R 
201 B 


SEVEN RIVAL & ZERO 
MX GLOVES 

YOUTH & ADULT 



★SHOP ONLINE* 

amawarehouse.com.au 

FREE SHIPPING same day dispatch 
Australia wide on all orders over $99* 

'condtiora apply 


Follow us on facebook for 
details on the latest arrivals 
and exclusive deals! 




facebook.com/amawarehouse 


TROY I 
DESIGNS 

qpq 

GALAXY 

HELMET 
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TROY LEE 
DESIGNS 
SE PRO 
CORSE 
COMBO 

PANTS & JERSEY 

AMA's PRICE 

$199 - 


ALPINESTARS 

BACKBACKS 


VMA's PRICE 

:$3"“ 



SAVE UPTO 50% I SAVE 90% 


WHILE STOCKS LAST! 



WHILE STOCKS LAST! 


1/31 Dixon Street 07 3386 1600 | 2/75 Lear Jet Drive □7 5432 39S9 

YATALA, QLD 
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Sensational Tret it Riding. Stunning Scenery > 
friendly PeoPte and no tuto days riding the same . 
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W MX BflAD WEST 


*Mgra g.B* 35 . 
Kmn/MMBAtO 
PST0N5, 8 S 0 C- 230 CC 


201 7HGS& VH 
W 2 STROKE 

exhausts 


parramarra i$4£W 
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PH 


P f NEWHGS250F 
HI FLOW EXHAUSTS. 

Super light. AIVA Dyno test 
winner. Instock now! 
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VMM 


Tel: (07) 4051 8943, (07) 4051 4833, 0448 915 419 

or email trevor@parramattaracmg.com.au 

WWW.parPamaCtaracing.COm.au Australian distributer 


Aussie Mato Engineering 

Muchea 

Western Australia, 6501 

MOBILE -0427 947 137 
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NEW TOUR 201 7 


MOi«KCYlLEA»VF!V'ilJRES.€ON.'4'IL 


MOTORCYCLE TOURS 5 

CAIRNS TO CAPE YORK & ANYWHERE IN BETWEEN 


We are FNQ locals passionate about adventure! Specialising in motorcycle tours from Cairns 
to Cape York. Extreme Motorcycle Adventures focuses on the journey not the destination. 


3 July 2017 to 10 July 2017 
Ride from Cairns to Weipa 
& Jetski from Wiepa to the tip. 


FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND • 0427 911 835 • 0427 911 746 www.extrememotorcycleadventures.com.au 
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Like any action sport avoiding nders ' 

GAIL BROS MEDICAL 

RobinaQID4226 p 

P: 07 5593 3340 

E:gallbros@bigpond.cbm • 4 

www.gallbrosmedical.com.au L ^f r WRI5T ^ 


CUSTOm C5JBOTS 


Ian Wightman’s 

PR0-M0T0 

SUSPENSION 


RACE TECH PARTS & SERVICE 


COMPREHENSIVE SUSPENSION 
SETUP FOR MOTOCROSS, 
SUPERCROSS, ENOURO & ROAO 


• SPRINGS • REVALVES • GOLD VALVES 
• DELTA VALVES • SERVICES • EMULATORS 
• MOTOREX • RIDER TO BIKE SETUP 
Guaranteed Improvement for all Motorcycles 
PO Box 41 7, Singleton NSW 2330 
(02) 6577 6177 / 0408 721 210 
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"like"us on 

facebook 

www.facebook.com/ 

dirtactionmagazine 
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I've had a Kelly Bumbag for 12 years 
About the only problem I can see is 
that they won't wear out! They're so 
good, I bought the company/ 


Porky Eidridge. old time tSDE rider! 



■ Velcro closures over rugged zippers 

• Top quality leather and stitching 

• B colour combinations available 

• Storage for tubes or bulky items 

• Adjustable belt and snap buckle 

■ Elasticised tool compartment 

• Three year warranty 

• Have your bag personalised 
with name or brand logo 
DEAL DIRECT WITH THE 
MANUFACTURER. NO MIDDLE MAN. 

*1 know wti*t you Art gtsirtg id Sk> with the product, 
so give me a call lo gat prompt, personal service' 

From St 59 incl GST + Postage & Handling. Money 
Order, Credit Card, Cheque, Paypal or COD. 
Please specify colour when ordering 

HAND MADE LEATHER 
Bumhags * Tool Bags 

■ Custom Lettering 

■ Range of Colours 

OFF HOAD EQUIPMENT 

Kelly Endure Product* 

P0 Boi 7263 Wilbertcrce 2756 P: 02 4578 01 69 F: 02 4579 0193 

wwwAe llye n dump roduc Is. go m ,au 
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Simply park your Bike straight into your Bike Kubby, 
lower the retractable cover over your Bike and you’re done! 
Affordable storage solution that offers full protection from 
sun, hail, dust, and rain. We can also supply the Car Kubby. 

PRICES FROM $315.70 plus freight 




QuikShade are an agent for 
Kubby Covers - Call us FREE 
1800 678 982 to place your order, 
www. quikshade . com . au 
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FULL CUSTOM ERRPHIC KITS 
RRCE NUMBERS // TRIM KITS 
JERSEY PRINTS // BRCK PLRTES 
HELMET ID //B0 PRO KITS 
PIT B0RRDS // PHONE DECRLS 
STICKER SLRPPERS // * MORE! 


WWW.TEENCEEGRHPHICS.COM^t 
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The new Street Scrambler is better in every way and ready for every road - with 
a dedicated chassis and suspension, 19" front wheel, commanding riding position 
and dual purpose Metzeler Tourance tyres for real capability. Powered by the 
900cc Bonneville high-torgue engine with purposeful and authentic Scrambler 
features, it's perfect for both around town and when the road 


To find out more visit: triumphmotorcycles.com.au 
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triumphmotorcycles.com.au 


BORN FOR FREEDOM AND FUN. 






Get something extra when you 
ride with #teampirelli 





OFFICIAL TYRE PARTNER 


When you choose to ride on Pirelli Scorpion MX you know you ride on the same tyre our 
Pro riders at ttteampirelli use. 

The Championship winning MX32, the new MX32 Pro for harder terrain MX racing, the 
versatile Scorpion MX Extra X or the Junior sized MX Extra J. 

All born from the same Pirelli message - We sell what we race, we race what we sell. 

Now for the 2017 Aussie Motocross Season, when you buy your tyres you get a set of 
Factory Scorpion MX Sidewall stickers just like those on Todd’s bike. See your local dealer. 
Ride with #teampirelli. 
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